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Reflections on Life in White Dew and Autumn Moon

The white dew of autumn always carries a subtle chill, while the bright autumn
moon illuminates the serene night sky. Since ancient times, such natural scenes have
served as a medium for poets to express their feelings, embodying reflections on

life’ s impermanence and the passage of time.

In Du Fu's 'Thinking of My Brothers on a Moonlit Night’, he uses white dew and
the autumn moon to express his longing for family. ’From tonight the dew is white,
the moon shines brightest on my hometown.’  These lines not only depict nature but
also reflect separation and emotional attachment in life. The white dew symbolizes
the fleeting coolness of life, while the bright moon represents unchanging affection.
Through natural imagery, the poet skillfully merges life's solitude with familial

warmth, resonating deeply with readers.

Bai Juyi’s ’Autumn Evening’ writes: 'Silver candles, autumn light chills the
painted screen; light silk fans chase drifting fireflies. The night on the heavenly
steps is cold as water; I lie down and watch Altair and Vega. By delicately
depicting the autumn night under white dew, the poet combines the tranquility of

nature with human reflection. Chill, breeze, and moonlight become triggers for
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philosophical thought, allowing readers to savor both the serene beauty and life’s

impermanence.

Song Dynasty poets Fan Zhongyan and Su Shi also frequently used white dew and
autumn moon to express reflections on life and destiny. White dew symbolizes the
passage of time, while the autumn moon represents enduring beauty and hope. Through
natural imagery, poets not only convey personal emotions but also guide readers to

contemplate their own circumstances and the meaning of life.

In summary, white dew and autumn moon’ holds dual symbolic meaning in classical
poetry: it is both a natural scene and a vehicle for life’s philosophy. By
appreciating these poems, we can enjoy the beauty of nature while gaining profound
insights into life. This combination of nature and emotion makes the imagery of white

dew and autumn moon an indispensable cultural symbol in Chinese literature.
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