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Cultural Symbolism and Poetic Sentiment of White Dew and

Autumn Moon

White dew and the autumn moon, common imagery in classical Chinese poetry, not
only depict autumnal natural scenery but also carry rich cultural symbolism and
poetic sentiment. They are not merely representations of nature but serve as

important vehicles for expressing emotions and reflecting on life.

From a cultural perspective, white dew symbolizes the coolness and harvest of
autumn, while the moon represents purity, completeness, and longing. In Tang and Song
poetry, white dew and the autumn moon are often closely associated with homesickness,
friendship, and philosophical reflections on life. In Du Fu's ’'Thinking of My
Brothers on a Moonlit Night’, ’From tonight the dew is white, the moon shines
brightest on my hometown,  the coldness of dew and brightness of the moon convey the

poet’ s longing for family and reflections on life.

Moreover, white dew and autumn moon often serve as philosophical imagery. Song
Dynasty poets such as Fan Zhongyan and Su Shi used these images to reflect on life’s
impermanence and the unpredictability of fate. The chill of autumn dew conveys the
passage of time, while the constant glow of the moon symbolizes hope and beauty. The
fusion of natural scenery with emotional and philosophical meaning gives these poems

profound cultural value.
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Appreciating poetry about 'white dew and autumn moon’ is not only an enjoyment of
natural beauty but also a way to understand the emotional world and wisdom of the
ancients. This imagery reminds people to seek inner peace and insight in nature and
life, combining seasonal beauty with philosophical reflection, enriching literature

with poetic and philosophical charm.

In summary, white dew and autumn moon are central imagery in Tang and Song
poetry, carrying cultural symbolism and emotions. They depict autumn nights and
mirror human feelings, allowing readers to resonate emotionally and gain wisdom

through the harmonious blending of nature and sentiment.
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