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Appreciating White Dew and Autumn Moon Poetry: From
Nature to Life

"White dew and autumn moon,  as poetic imagery, is often used to depict the chill
and tranquility of autumn nights while reflecting on life’ s philosophy and emotions.
Tang and Song poets skillfully extracted emotions from natural scenes, blending

scenery with sentiment.

Take Du Fu's ’'Thinking of My Brothers on a Moonlit Night’ as an example. As the
first white dew falls and the bright moon hangs high, the poet uses nature to carry
deep homesickness. 'From tonight the dew is white, the moon shines brightest on my
hometown.” The chill of the dew and the moon’s brilliance symbolize longing for home,

creating a harmonious union of scene and emotion that touches the heart.

Li Bai’s ’Quiet Night Thoughts’ similarly combines the moon and dew. Moonlight
before his bed appears like frost, and the poet raises his head to gaze at the moon,
then lowers it, thinking of his hometown. The cold, tranquil night mirrors the inner
solitude and deep yearning for home. Nature beautifies the poetry while enhancing

emotional expression, allowing readers to feel the poet’s delicacy and sincerity.

Song Dynasty poets further extended reflections on life through the imagery of
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white dew and autumn moon. In Fan Zhongyan’s 'Su Mu Zhe’, the coolness of dew and the
clarity of the autumn moon are linked to life’s impermanence. Dew represents the
passage of time, and the moon symbolizes the hope that remains in the heart. Through
natural imagery, philosophical meaning is embedded, enabling readers to gain insight

while appreciating the scene.

Overall, the imagery of white dew and autumn moon in classical poetry carries the
beauty of nature, emotion, and philosophy. It is not just scenery but a vessel for
thought and feeling. By appreciating these poems, we can experience the tranquil
beauty of autumn nights and the poet’s reflections on life and longing for home. This
extension from nature to life makes white dew and autumn moon one of the most

representative artistic symbols in classical Chinese poetry.
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