HEKH: BRETHESER

FIE IR, AR, i e b s B AR TE 3o b B S Rpn s, “ Ak T H R
TIRIEHING N, EADENE TR BRSBTS 2 206 5 N

MR CHBAZE ) HEE: R NAT, KA. BRAS I, RS,
rAEHA, R AESKANERE NN SIS, SNSRI, % 780 )
BRI TE; TR Z W, IR AT LIRS IO GER, A AAESE B M RIS 2 221

PH CGEAUR) R RETWI A, B DA 2SSk, Ik .. RIS A
B H B BRESR, LEDBEVIN SR B NE R A5 EKse, 8 N EREA H
INRR, MR, NI,

bR TS, BEERKH W AR RN S E R . RAGUAE (RRel) s
. FEAR, B, KON, BRI, KR R RO B, R AR
KH 5D e . WIS KBGO RS, 5 AR S A3 B 12 B RS 5
A A D R R A S A 5 PR S 3l

BB, CABEH ADGE AR, ERIAES . BT RE TR A
&, WS BINERAE, AR A Ay I BUR S AR RS . X T Z 0
ME, S ST B, AR R SRR O, ARl 23 L RIRAE MR
G

J ]

ag

AR

White Dew and Autumn Moon: Nostalgia in the Night

The first drops of white dew fall, the night is like water, and the cool air
carries the crispness of autumn. In classical Chinese poetry, the imagery of ’white
dew and autumn moon’ often carries deep emotional meaning. It not only depicts the
natural scenery of an autumn night but also conveys the poet’s homesickness and

reflections on life.

In Du Fu’s ’Thinking of My Brothers on a Moonlit Night’, he writes: 'The drum at
the frontier stops travelers:; the autumn geese cry. From tonight the dew is white,
the moon shines brightest on my hometown.’ In just a few lines, the poet skillfully
combines the imagery of white dew and autumn moon with his longing for home. ’From
tonight the dew is white’ captures the chill of the night, while ’the moon shines
brightest on my hometown’ adds emotional depth, making the reader feel the poet’s

homesickness under the cold dew.

Li Bai’s “Quiet Night Thoughts’ similarly uses natural imagery of white dew and
bright moon to convey deep nostalgia: Moonlight before my bed, could it be frost on

the ground? I raise my head to gaze at the moon, then lower it, thinking of my
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hometown.’ By blending personal feelings with the quiet beauty of night, the poet

creates a harmonious fusion of emotion and scenery, evoking strong resonance.

Beyond homesickness, white dew and autumn moon often serve as a medium for
expressing reflections on life. In Song Dynasty poet Fan Zhongyan's ’~Su Mu Zhe’, he
writes: 'Blue clouds in the sky, yellow leaves on the ground, autumn stretches across
the waves, cold mist rises above them.” The chill of the autumn dew and the purity of
the moon mirror life’ s impermanence and the passage of time. Through depicting the
autumn night, the poet naturally intertwines solitude and memories of beauty,

allowing readers to resonate emotionally and philosophically.

In summary, ' white dew and autumn moon’ is more than a natural scene; it is a
cultural symbol. In poetry, it carries rich human emotions—from homesickness to
reflections on life—reflecting the poet’s sensitivity to existence and attention to
nature. For modern literary enthusiasts, appreciating this imagery allows them not
only to enjoy classical poetry but also to feel the warmth and sentiment in the

poet’ s heart.
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Reflections on Life in White Dew and Autumn Moon

The white dew of autumn always carries a subtle chill, while the bright autumn
moon illuminates the serene night sky. Since ancient times, such natural scenes have
served as a medium for poets to express their feelings, embodying reflections on

life’ s impermanence and the passage of time.

In Du Fu's 'Thinking of My Brothers on a Moonlit Night’, he uses white dew and
the autumn moon to express his longing for family. ’From tonight the dew is white,
the moon shines brightest on my hometown.  These lines not only depict nature but
also reflect separation and emotional attachment in life. The white dew symbolizes
the fleeting coolness of life, while the bright moon represents unchanging affection.
Through natural imagery, the poet skillfully merges life's solitude with familial

warmth, resonating deeply with readers.

Bai Juyi’s ’Autumn Evening’ writes: ’Silver candles, autumn light chills the
painted screen; light silk fans chase drifting fireflies. The night on the heavenly
steps is cold as water; I lie down and watch Altair and Vega. By delicately
depicting the autumn night under white dew, the poet combines the tranquility of
nature with human reflection. Chill, breeze, and moonlight become triggers for
philosophical thought, allowing readers to savor both the serene beauty and life’s

impermanence.

Song Dynasty poets Fan Zhongyan and Su Shi also frequently used white dew and
autumn moon to express reflections on life and destiny. White dew symbolizes the
passage of time, while the autumn moon represents enduring beauty and hope. Through
natural imagery, poets not only convey personal emotions but also guide readers to

contemplate their own circumstances and the meaning of life.

In summary,  white dew and autumn moon’ holds dual symbolic meaning in classical
poetry: it is both a natural scene and a vehicle for life’s philosophy. By
appreciating these poems, we can enjoy the beauty of nature while gaining profound
insights into life. This combination of nature and emotion makes the imagery of white

dew and autumn moon an indispensable cultural symbol in Chinese literature.
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The Fusion of Autumn Night Dew and Poetic Emotion

During the period of white dew, autumn nights are cold, and moonlight flows like
water, making it the perfect time for poets to express emotions. Ancient poets often
used white dew and the autumn moon to carry their innermost feelings, whether about
homesickness, friendship, or reflections on life, finding a space for expression

within these natural scenes.

In Du Fu's ’Thinking of My Brothers on a Moonlit Night’, the lines ’From tonight
the dew is white, the moon shines brightest on my hometown’ use white dew and the
autumn moon as carriers of emotion. The chill of the dew reflects life’s loneliness,
while the moon’ s brilliance symbolizes the warmth and attachment within the soul. By
combining natural imagery with emotion, the poet allows readers to feel both the cold

autumn night and the deep longing for home.

In Li Bai’s ’Quiet Night Thoughts’, he uses the moonlight before his bed,
mistaking it for frost, to convey his homesickness. The cold imagery of white dew and
moonlight makes the emotional expression subtle yet profound. Rather than directly
stating feelings, the poet allows emotion to flow naturally through delicate

descriptions of scenery, a hallmark of classical poetry s charm.

Song Dynasty poet Su Shi writes in ' Shui Diao Ge Tou’, ’When will the bright moon
appear? 1 raise my cup to ask the sky.’ Although focused on the moon, when combined
with the chill of white dew, it emphasizes the melancholy of life and the pursuit of
beauty. White dew and autumn moon serve as mediums for emotional expression, allowing

poets to seek inner peace and philosophical reflection through nature.
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In summary, white dew and autumn moon are not just natural phenomena but
reflections of a poet’s emotion. By appreciating these images, we can understand how
ancient poets expressed feelings through scenery and experience the nuanced layers of
emotion in their poetry. This fusion of scene and sentiment makes white dew and

autumn moon indispensable imagery in Tang and Song poetry.
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Cultural Symbolism and Poetic Sentiment of White Dew and

Autumn Moon

White dew and the autumn moon, common imagery in classical Chinese poetry, not
only depict autumnal natural scenery but also carry rich cultural symbolism and
poetic sentiment. They are not merely representations of nature but serve as

important vehicles for expressing emotions and reflecting on life.

From a cultural perspective, white dew symbolizes the coolness and harvest of
autumn, while the moon represents purity, completeness, and longing. In Tang and Song

poetry, white dew and the autumn moon are often closely associated with homesickness,
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friendship, and philosophical reflections on life. In Du Fu's ’'Thinking of My
Brothers on a Moonlit Night’, ’From tonight the dew is white, the moon shines
brightest on my hometown,  the coldness of dew and brightness of the moon convey the

poet’ s longing for family and reflections on life.

Moreover, white dew and autumn moon often serve as philosophical imagery. Song
Dynasty poets such as Fan Zhongyan and Su Shi used these images to reflect on life’s
impermanence and the unpredictability of fate. The chill of autumn dew conveys the
passage of time, while the constant glow of the moon symbolizes hope and beauty. The
fusion of natural scenery with emotional and philosophical meaning gives these poems

profound cultural value.

Appreciating poetry about ’'white dew and autumn moon’ is not only an enjoyment of
natural beauty but also a way to understand the emotional world and wisdom of the
ancients. This imagery reminds people to seek inner peace and insight in nature and
life, combining seasonal beauty with philosophical reflection, enriching literature

with poetic and philosophical charm.

In summary, white dew and autumn moon are central imagery in Tang and Song
poetry, carrying cultural symbolism and emotions. They depict autumn nights and
mirror human feelings, allowing readers to resonate emotionally and gain wisdom

through the harmonious blending of nature and sentiment.
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Appreciating White Dew and Autumn Moon Poetry: From
Nature to Life

"White dew and autumn moon,” as poetic imagery, is often used to depict the chill
and tranquility of autumn nights while reflecting on life’ s philosophy and emotions.
Tang and Song poets skillfully extracted emotions from natural scenes, blending

scenery with sentiment.

Take Du Fu's ’'Thinking of My Brothers on a Moonlit Night’ as an example. As the
first white dew falls and the bright moon hangs high, the poet uses nature to carry
deep homesickness. 'From tonight the dew is white, the moon shines brightest on my
hometown.’ The chill of the dew and the moon’s brilliance symbolize longing for home,

creating a harmonious union of scene and emotion that touches the heart.

Li Bai’s ’Quiet Night Thoughts’ similarly combines the moon and dew. Moonlight
before his bed appears like frost, and the poet raises his head to gaze at the moon,
then lowers it, thinking of his hometown. The cold, tranquil night mirrors the inner
solitude and deep yearning for home. Nature beautifies the poetry while enhancing

emotional expression, allowing readers to feel the poet’s delicacy and sincerity.

Song Dynasty poets further extended reflections on life through the imagery of
white dew and autumn moon. In Fan Zhongyan’s ’Su Mu Zhe’, the coolness of dew and the
clarity of the autumn moon are linked to life’s impermanence. Dew represents the
passage of time, and the moon symbolizes the hope that remains in the heart. Through
natural imagery, philosophical meaning is embedded, enabling readers to gain insight

while appreciating the scene.

Overall, the imagery of white dew and autumn moon in classical poetry carries the
beauty of nature, emotion, and philosophy. It is not just scenery but a vessel for
thought and feeling. By appreciating these poems, we can experience the tranquil
beauty of autumn nights and the poet’s reflections on life and longing for home. This
extension from nature to life makes white dew and autumn moon one of the most

representative artistic symbols in classical Chinese poetry.
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