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White Dew and Autumn Moon: Nostalgia in the Night

The first drops of white dew fall, the night is like water, and the cool air
carries the crispness of autumn. In classical Chinese poetry, the imagery of ’white
dew and autumn moon’ often carries deep emotional meaning. It not only depicts the
natural scenery of an autumn night but also conveys the poet’ s homesickness and

reflections on life.

In Du Fu’s ’Thinking of My Brothers on a Moonlit Night’, he writes: 'The drum at
the frontier stops travelers; the autumn geese cry. From tonight the dew is white,
the moon shines brightest on my hometown.’ In just a few lines, the poet skillfully
combines the imagery of white dew and autumn moon with his longing for home. ’From
tonight the dew is white’ captures the chill of the night, while ’the moon shines
brightest on my hometown’ adds emotional depth, making the reader feel the poet’s

homesickness under the cold dew.

Li Bai’s “Quiet Night Thoughts’ similarly uses natural imagery of white dew and
bright moon to convey deep nostalgia: ’Moonlight before my bed, could it be frost on
the ground? I raise my head to gaze at the moon, then lower it, thinking of my

hometown.” By blending personal feelings with the quiet beauty of night, the poet
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creates a harmonious fusion of emotion and scenery, evoking strong resonance.

Beyond homesickness, white dew and autumn moon often serve as a medium for
expressing reflections on life. In Song Dynasty poet Fan Zhongyan's ’~Su Mu Zhe’, he
writes: 'Blue clouds in the sky, yellow leaves on the ground, autumn stretches across
the waves, cold mist rises above them.” The chill of the autumn dew and the purity of
the moon mirror life’ s impermanence and the passage of time. Through depicting the
autumn night, the poet naturally intertwines solitude and memories of beauty,

allowing readers to resonate emotionally and philosophically.

In summary, ' white dew and autumn moon’ is more than a natural scene; it is a
cultural symbol. In poetry, it carries rich human emotions—from homesickness to
reflections on life—reflecting the poet’s sensitivity to existence and attention to
nature. For modern literary enthusiasts, appreciating this imagery allows them not
only to enjoy classical poetry but also to feel the warmth and sentiment in the

poet’ s heart.
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