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The Fusion of Autumn Night Dew and Poetic Emotion

During the period of white dew, autumn nights are cold, and moonlight flows like
water, making it the perfect time for poets to express emotions. Ancient poets often
used white dew and the autumn moon to carry their innermost feelings, whether about
homesickness, friendship, or reflections on life, finding a space for expression

within these natural scenes.

In Du Fu’s ’Thinking of My Brothers on a Moonlit Night’, the lines ’From tonight
the dew is white, the moon shines brightest on my hometown use white dew and the
autumn moon as carriers of emotion. The chill of the dew reflects life' s loneliness,
while the moon’s brilliance symbolizes the warmth and attachment within the soul. By
combining natural imagery with emotion, the poet allows readers to feel both the cold

autumn night and the deep longing for home.

In Li Bai’s ’“Quiet Night Thoughts’, he uses the moonlight before his bed,
mistaking it for frost, to convey his homesickness. The cold imagery of white dew and
moonlight makes the emotional expression subtle yet profound. Rather than directly
stating feelings, the poet allows emotion to flow naturally through delicate

descriptions of scenery, a hallmark of classical poetry s charm.

Song Dynasty poet Su Shi writes in ’Shui Diao Ge Tou’, ’When will the bright moon

appear? [ raise my cup to ask the sky.’ Although focused on the moon, when combined
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with the chill of white dew, it emphasizes the melancholy of life and the pursuit of
beauty. White dew and autumn moon serve as mediums for emotional expression, allowing

poets to seek inner peace and philosophical reflection through nature.

In summary, white dew and autumn moon are not just natural phenomena but
reflections of a poet’s emotion. By appreciating these images, we can understand how
ancient poets expressed feelings through scenery and experience the nuanced layers of
emotion in their poetry. This fusion of scene and sentiment makes white dew and

autumn moon indispensable imagery in Tang and Song poetry.

www. vv99. net



