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Natural Imagery and Cultural Connotation of the White

Dew Solar Term

White Dew is the fifteenth solar term in the traditional Chinese calendar,
occurring around September 7th or 8th each year, marking the transition from hot to
cool weather and the deepening of autumn. The name ’White Dew comes from the natural
phenomenon of dew forming on grass in the morning, glistening like tiny white beads.
Ancient Chinese people, with their keen observation, incorporated these natural
changes into daily life, making White Dew not only a climatic marker but also a

symbol of harvest anticipation and philosophical reflection on life.

In terms of natural characteristics, White Dew brings noticeable temperature
differences between day and night, cool mornings and evenings, shorter days, and
clear, refreshing skies. Fields are heavy with ripening grains, orchards laden with
fruit, as if nature whispers: the harvest season has arrived. White Dew is also a

moment to observe the beauty of the world; dew drops symbolize purity and
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transparency, inspiring poets to use autumn dew as a metaphor for tranquility and

contemplation in life.

Culturally, White Dew carries rich humanistic connotations. Ancient people
emphasized adjusting lifestyle and diet according to solar terms, with White Dew
guiding practices to harmonize with the changing climate. The ’Seventy-Two Climate
Notes’ mentions 'wild geese arrive, swallows return to their nests, reflecting the
migrations and seasonal changes, allowing people to feel the rhythm of nature.
Mornings at White Dew, with mist and dew drops, mirror the poet’s mood: cool and

serene, suitable for reflection and expression of emotions.

In poetry, White Dew is often associated with autumn, separation, friendship, or
romantic longing. Tang Dynasty poet Wang Wei wrote in ’Mountain Dwelling in Autumn
Dusk,’ ’After the new rain in the empty mountains, the evening autumn weather comes.
The bright moon shines between the pines, and clear springs flow over the stones,’
indirectly capturing the imagery of White Dew. The combination of White Dew and
autumn moon forms the classic 'White Dew Autumn Moon’ image, symbolizing coolness,

tranquility, and distant thoughts.

Today, White Dew imagery is widely used by designers, photographers, and writers,
creating new cultural expressions. The aesthetic of White Dew goes beyond poetic
description, appearing in visual art, seasonal cuisine, and lifestyle aesthetics. A
morning dew drop or a bright autumn moon can evoke a resonance with traditional

culture, continuing the poetic spirit of White Dew and autumn moon.
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The Sentiment of White Dew in the Poetry of the Autumn

Moon

The autumn moon in Chinese literature is often seen as a symbol of elegance,
remoteness, and tranquility, while the arrival of White Dew adds a tangible natural
texture to this symbol. The ’White Dew Autumn Moon’ is not merely a climatic
description but a vessel for emotion and philosophy. Ancient poets merged the bright
autumn moon with the morning dew to express profound reflections on life, friendship,

separation, and philosophical insights.

Poets felt the coolness of nature and the transience of life during the White Dew
solar term. Tang Dynasty poet Du Mu wrote in ’Autumn Evening,’ ’Silver candles cast
autumn light cold on painted screens, light gauze fans chase drifting fireflies,’
depicting the tranquility and chill of an autumn night. Though White Dew is not
explicitly mentioned, the imagery aligns perfectly with the spirit of the White Dew
season. In poetry, the White Dew Autumn Moon often symbolizes the passage of time,

drifting thoughts, and an inner sense of detachment and serenity.

In Song Dynasty literature, Su Shi’s ’Shui Diao Ge Tou: When will the moon be
clear?” contains the immortal line, May we all be blessed with longevity, though far
apart, we share the beauty of the moon.’ The imagery of White Dew and the autumn moon
is implicit here—the bright moon like dew mirrors longing and sentiment. The
combination of White Dew s coolness and the autumn moon’ s brightness represents
clarity of mind and purity of emotion, reflecting the poet’s yearning for harmony

between nature and life.

This imagery extends beyond poetry into painting, garden design, and folk
culture. The bright autumn moon and glistening dew become essential symbols of
seasonal culture. The emotional expression of White Dew Autumn Moon continues to
inspire modern poets and writers, who use it to celebrate nature, cherish time, and

nurture gentle human connections.

From an aesthetic perspective, White Dew Autumn Moon emphasizes a quiet beauty, a
cool yet unlonely state. It reminds people to maintain clarity and purity of mind

amidst busy lives and to contemplate life through natural imagery. Whether in the
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delicate depictions of ancient poets or in contemporary cultural expressions, the
White Dew Autumn Moon remains an indispensable aesthetic symbol in Chinese poetic

culture.
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Modern Continuation and Cultural Innovation of White Dew

and the Autumn Moon

The classical imagery of White Dew and the Autumn Moon has not only been
preserved in literature for centuries but has also found new vitality in modern
culture. With the acceleration of life, contemporary attention to solar terms has
merged into lifestyle, artistic creation, and spiritual aesthetics. The imagery of
White Dew and the Autumn Moon has been endowed with modern aesthetic value,
manifesting in literature, photography, design, and lifestyle aesthetics, reflecting

multidimensional cultural continuation.
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In visual arts, photographers and designers use morning dew and the bright autumn
moon to create works with profound atmosphere. Morning mist and dew drops, combined
with the luminous moon and cool-toned compositions, form a unique visual aesthetic.
Modern painters integrate the imagery of White Dew and the Autumn Moon into ink
painting, oil painting, and digital art, emphasizing nature, tranquility, and

resonance with the soul, echoing classical poetic reflections on autumn.

In lifestyle aesthetics, the concept of White Dew and the Autumn Moon permeates
cuisine, gardening, and seasonal activities. Many tea houses offer seasonal drinks
during White Dew to refresh, nourish, and calm the mind. Urban parks and gardens
often use moonlight lamps and dew—inspired settings to create serene autumn night
atmospheres, allowing modern people to experience the aesthetic and cultural

continuity of solar terms amidst a fast-paced life.

In literary creation, contemporary writers and poets continue to draw inspiration
from White Dew and the Autumn Moon, expressing reflections on nature, life, and time
through short stories, essays, and poetry. In modern works, the imagery often
intertwines with environmental consciousness, ecology, and psychological well-being,
demonstrating the practical value of classical imagery in contemporary society. It
serves not only as an emotional anchor but also as a reflection of cultural identity

and aesthetic taste.

Overall, White Dew and the Autumn Moon in modern times continue their literary
and cultural significance while undergoing constant innovation and integration. They
remind people to observe the rhythm of nature, appreciate life’s tranquility, and
maintain a dialogue with tradition through art, lifestyle, and solar term culture,
allowing classical aesthetics to flourish anew in modern society with vitality and

poetic charm.
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