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Natural Imagery and Cultural Connotation of the White

Dew Solar Term

White Dew is the fifteenth solar term in the traditional Chinese calendar,
occurring around September 7th or 8th each year, marking the transition from hot to
cool weather and the deepening of autumn. The name White Dew comes from the natural
phenomenon of dew forming on grass in the morning, glistening like tiny white beads.
Ancient Chinese people, with their keen observation, incorporated these natural
changes into daily life, making White Dew not only a climatic marker but also a

symbol of harvest anticipation and philosophical reflection on life.

In terms of natural characteristics, White Dew brings noticeable temperature
differences between day and night, cool mornings and evenings, shorter days, and
clear, refreshing skies. Fields are heavy with ripening grains, orchards laden with
fruit, as if nature whispers: the harvest season has arrived. White Dew is also a
moment to observe the beauty of the world; dew drops symbolize purity and

transparency, inspiring poets to use autumn dew as a metaphor for tranquility and
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contemplation in life.

Culturally, White Dew carries rich humanistic connotations. Ancient people
emphasized adjusting lifestyle and diet according to solar terms, with White Dew
guiding practices to harmonize with the changing climate. The ’Seventy-Two Climate
Notes’ mentions 'wild geese arrive, swallows return to their nests, reflecting the
migrations and seasonal changes, allowing people to feel the rhythm of nature.
Mornings at White Dew, with mist and dew drops, mirror the poet’s mood: cool and

serene, suitable for reflection and expression of emotions.

In poetry, White Dew is often associated with autumn, separation, friendship, or
romantic longing. Tang Dynasty poet Wang Wei wrote in ’Mountain Dwelling in Autumn
Dusk,’ ’After the new rain in the empty mountains, the evening autumn weather comes.
The bright moon shines between the pines, and clear springs flow over the stones,’
indirectly capturing the imagery of White Dew. The combination of White Dew and
autumn moon forms the classic 'White Dew Autumn Moon’ image, symbolizing coolness,

tranquility, and distant thoughts.

Today, White Dew imagery is widely used by designers, photographers, and writers,
creating new cultural expressions. The aesthetic of White Dew goes beyond poetic
description, appearing in visual art, seasonal cuisine, and lifestyle aesthetics. A
morning dew drop or a bright autumn moon can evoke a resonance with traditional

culture, continuing the poetic spirit of White Dew and autumn moon.
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