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The Sentiment of White Dew in the Poetry of the Autumn

Moon

The autumn moon in Chinese literature is often seen as a symbol of elegance,
remoteness, and tranquility, while the arrival of White Dew adds a tangible natural
texture to this symbol. The ’White Dew Autumn Moon’ is not merely a climatic
description but a vessel for emotion and philosophy. Ancient poets merged the bright
autumn moon with the morning dew to express profound reflections on life, friendship,

separation, and philosophical insights.

Poets felt the coolness of nature and the transience of life during the White Dew
solar term. Tang Dynasty poet Du Mu wrote in ’Autumn Evening,’ ’Silver candles cast
autumn light cold on painted screens, light gauze fans chase drifting fireflies,’
depicting the tranquility and chill of an autumn night. Though White Dew is not
explicitly mentioned, the imagery aligns perfectly with the spirit of the White Dew
season. In poetry, the White Dew Autumn Moon often symbolizes the passage of time,

drifting thoughts, and an inner sense of detachment and serenity.

In Song Dynasty literature, Su Shi’s ’Shui Diao Ge Tou: When will the moon be
clear?” contains the immortal line, May we all be blessed with longevity, though far

apart, we share the beauty of the moon.’ The imagery of White Dew and the autumn moon
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is implicit here—the bright moon like dew mirrors longing and sentiment. The
combination of White Dew s coolness and the autumn moon’ s brightness represents
clarity of mind and purity of emotion, reflecting the poet’s yearning for harmony

between nature and life.

This imagery extends beyond poetry into painting, garden design, and folk
culture. The bright autumn moon and glistening dew become essential symbols of
seasonal culture. The emotional expression of White Dew Autumn Moon continues to
inspire modern poets and writers, who use it to celebrate nature, cherish time, and

nurture gentle human connections.

From an aesthetic perspective, White Dew Autumn Moon emphasizes a quiet beauty, a
cool yet unlonely state. It reminds people to maintain clarity and purity of mind
amidst busy lives and to contemplate life through natural imagery. Whether in the
delicate depictions of ancient poets or in contemporary cultural expressions, the
White Dew Autumn Moon remains an indispensable aesthetic symbol in Chinese poetic

culture.
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