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Poetic Depictions of the White Dew Solar Term: Dew,

Autumn Moon, and Homesickness

White Dew, the fifteenth solar term in the traditional Chinese calendar, marks
the gradual drop in temperature, the frequent appearance of dew, and the increasing
day-night temperature difference. In ancient literati’s writing, White Dew was not
only a natural phenomenon but also a symbol that evoked emotions. In Du Fu's ’Moonlit
Night Thinking of My Brothers,’ he writes: 'The watch drum cuts off human paths, only
the sound of a lone wild goose in autumn on the frontier.’ During White Dew, the
northern frontier nights grow chilly, and the sight of geese flying south triggers
the poet’ s homesickness. By describing natural scenery, the poet conveys his longing
for family and homeland. Li Bai, in ’Autumn Wind Poem,” mentions the desolate autumn
wind and falling dew, blending the chill of the season with the loneliness of the

heart, presenting a rich sense of autumnal sentiment.

Poems of the White Dew solar term often use imagery such as dew, autumn moon, and
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migrating geese to express emotions. Dew s crystal clarity symbolizes purity and
transience, reflecting the poet’s contemplation of time and life’ s impermanence. The
bright autumn moon provides a spiritual anchor for travelers; poets gaze at the moon
and convey their longing for home and loved ones through it. The southbound geese
become a symbol of separation and reunion, reflecting the ancient longing for family

and homeland.

Moreover, historical context gives White Dew poetry deeper meaning. During
turbulent times, frontier poets, facing national crises and personal fate, often
expressed concern for the country through seasonal motifs. Du Fu's ’Moonlit Night
Thinking of My Brothers’ is not only about missing his brother but also reflects
concern over war and social upheaval. By carefully depicting White Dew’ s natural
scenery, poets tightly connect personal feelings with patriotic sentiment, giving

ancient poems timeless emotional power.

In conclusion, White Dew in classical poetry is both a depiction of nature and a
vehicle for emotions. Dew, autumn moon, and geese serve as symbols to express
homesickness and patriotism. Through these images, poets transform the chill of White
Dew and the solitude of autumn into profound emotional experiences. Appreciating
these poems allows us not only to sense seasonal changes but also to experience the

subtle emotional world of ancient poets and their deep observation of life.
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The Deep Autumn of White Dew: Season and Nostalgia in

Classical Poetry

White Dew is the third solar term of autumn, signaling the frequent appearance of
dew at night and the cooling of weather. In the writings of ancient poets, White Dew
not only reflects natural seasonal features but also serves as a vessel for emotions.
In Du Fu's "Moonlit Night Thinking of My Brothers,’” he describes the cold and
desolate night at the frontier watchtower: ’The watch drum cuts off human paths, only
the sound of a lone wild goose in autumn on the frontier.’ During White Dew, the poet
uses the imagery of southward-flying geese to express his longing for distant family
and attachment to home. This blending of nature and emotion is a hallmark of White

Dew poetry.

The imagery in White Dew poetry is rich: dew symbolizes the passage of time and
life’s brevity, the autumn moon carries the feelings of travelers and hopes for
reunion, and southbound geese represent separation and belonging. Li Bai, in ’Autumn
Wind Poem,” writes of the rising autumn wind and condensing dew, expressing inner
loneliness while blending personal emotions with seasonal scenery, creating a
powerful emotional resonance. Through observing White Dew s natural scenes, poets

reveal subtle psychological feelings and profound emotional expression.

Historically, poets interpreted solar terms differently in varying eras. During
turbulent times, White Dew not only meant cooler weather but also symbolized life’s
hardships and wandering. Frontier poets often used White Dew to express concern for
national stability and personal fate. For example, Du Fu, in his frontier poems,
portrays the chill and solitude of autumn nights to convey deep concern for the
country and longing for loved ones. This method of reflecting social reality and
inner emotion through natural imagery imbues White Dew poetry with rich humanistic

qualities.

Overall, the depiction of White Dew in classical poetry not only reflects
seasonal changes but also serves as an emotional anchor. Imagery such as dew, autumn
moon, and geese allows readers to feel the chill of autumn and evokes nostalgia for
family and homeland. Ancient poets used solar terms to depict nature and express
inner feelings, making White Dew an important cultural symbol carrying homesickness

and humanistic spirit.
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White Dew and the Sentiments of Autumn Nights in

Classical Poetry

During the White Dew solar term, morning grass is often adorned with glistening
dew, and the night moonlight is especially bright. These natural scenes became
essential material for ancient poetry. In Du Fu's 'Moonlit Night Thinking of My
Brothers,’ he writes: ' The watch drum cuts off human paths, only the sound of a lone
wild goose in autumn on the frontier.’ By depicting the autumn nights at the
frontier, the poet intertwines longing for family with concern for the state. The
arrival of White Dew makes the chill of autumn nights more pronounced, a chill often

used by poets to reflect inner solitude and melancholy.

Li Bai also expresses emotions through White Dew in ’Autumn Wind Poem.’ He links
the desolate autumn wind and the cool dew to personal loneliness, allowing readers to
feel both the chill of the season and the poet’s emotional fluctuations. Dew, autumn
moon, and southbound geese serve as symbols for homesickness and reflections on life.

Particularly, the bright autumn moon becomes a spiritual anchor for travelers, as
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poets gaze at it to convey longing for distant loved ones, seamlessly blending nature

and emotion.

From a historical and cultural perspective, White Dew poetry is not just a
depiction of nature but also reflects social context and personal feelings. Du Fu,
living in a time of turmoil, portrays the chill and frontier scenery during White Dew
to express concern for his hometown and family while subtly conveying patriotism.
This technique of expressing emotion through seasonal and natural imagery allows

White Dew poetry to combine natural beauty with profound humanistic meaning.

The charm of White Dew poetry lies in its integration of seasonal changes,
natural scenery, and complex human emotions. Dew s clarity symbolizes transience and
purity, the bright autumn moon symbolizes longing and reunion, and migrating geese
symbolize separation and belonging. Through these images, poets weave the autumn
night’s chill with inner solitude, giving ancient poetry rich emotional depth and
cultural significance. Reading these poems, we can appreciate not only the natural
beauty of White Dew but also the subtle and profound emotional world of ancient

poets.
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Autumn Reflections of the White Dew Solar Term: Nature

and Emotions in Classical Poetry

During the White Dew solar term, autumn deepens, with significant temperature
differences between morning and evening and sparkling dew on the grass. These natural
features frequently appear in classical poetry. In Du Fu's *Moonlit Night Thinking of
My Brothers,’ he uses the autumn night during White Dew to depict the frontier,
expressing deep longing for his distant brother: ’The watch drum cuts off human
paths, only the sound of a lone wild goose in autumn on the frontier.’ The
descriptions of dew and the sound of geese not only present subtle changes in nature
but also serve as symbols of familial love and homesickness. Through these images,

the poet cleverly blends the chill of autumn nights with inner solitude.

Li Bai’s >Autumn Wind Poem’ similarly expresses loneliness through White Dew.
With the rising autumn wind and condensing dew, the poet feels the cold brought by
the season, reflecting inner desolation. Autumn imagery such as the bright moon and
southbound geese not only depict natural scenery but also carry the poet’s emotions
and homesickness. The fleeting dew, the cool moonlight, and migrating geese symbolize
the passage of time and the separations and reunions of life, giving the poetry

profound emotional power.

Historical context further enriches the meaning of White Dew poetry. In times of
frequent wars or social turmoil, White Dew not only signified cooling weather but
also became an important medium for expressing life’ s hardships, concern for the
country, and personal solitude. Du Fu, in his frontier poems, conveys concern for his
homeland, family, and national fate through the chill and solitude of White Dew
nights. This method of expressing emotions through seasonal imagery allows White Dew

poetry to possess not only natural beauty but also rich humanistic spirit.

Overall, appreciating classical poetry of the White Dew solar term reveals how
ancient poets used natural imagery such as dew, autumn moon, and geese to express
complex emotions. Whether it is homesickness, reflections on life, or concern for the
nation, poets were able to closely combine personal feelings with nature, creating
delicate and profound artistic charm. Reading these poems allows us not only to
experience the beauty of the season but also to understand and resonate with the

emotional world of ancient poets.
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