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White Dew and the Sentiments of Autumn Nights in

Classical Poetry

During the White Dew solar term, morning grass is often adorned with glistening
dew, and the night moonlight is especially bright. These natural scenes became
essential material for ancient poetry. In Du Fu's 'Moonlit Night Thinking of My
Brothers,’ he writes: ’The watch drum cuts off human paths, only the sound of a lone
wild goose in autumn on the frontier.’ By depicting the autumn nights at the
frontier, the poet intertwines longing for family with concern for the state. The
arrival of White Dew makes the chill of autumn nights more pronounced, a chill often

used by poets to reflect inner solitude and melancholy.

i Bai also expresses emotions through White Dew in ’~Autumn Wind Poem.’ He links
the desolate autumn wind and the cool dew to personal loneliness, allowing readers to
feel both the chill of the season and the poet’s emotional fluctuations. Dew, autumn
moon, and southbound geese serve as symbols for homesickness and reflections on life.
Particularly, the bright autumn moon becomes a spiritual anchor for travelers, as
poets gaze at it to convey longing for distant loved ones, seamlessly blending nature

and emotion.
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From a historical and cultural perspective, White Dew poetry is not just a
depiction of nature but also reflects social context and personal feelings. Du Fu,
living in a time of turmoil, portrays the chill and frontier scenery during White Dew
to express concern for his hometown and family while subtly conveying patriotism.
This technique of expressing emotion through seasonal and natural imagery allows

White Dew poetry to combine natural beauty with profound humanistic meaning.

The charm of White Dew poetry lies in its integration of seasonal changes,
natural scenery, and complex human emotions. Dew’ s clarity symbolizes transience and
purity, the bright autumn moon symbolizes longing and reunion, and migrating geese
symbolize separation and belonging. Through these images, poets weave the autumn
night’s chill with inner solitude, giving ancient poetry rich emotional depth and
cultural significance. Reading these poems, we can appreciate not only the natural
beauty of White Dew but also the subtle and profound emotional world of ancient

poets.
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