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Poetic Depictions of the White Dew Solar Term: Dew,

Autumn Moon, and Homesickness

White Dew, the fifteenth solar term in the traditional Chinese calendar, marks
the gradual drop in temperature, the frequent appearance of dew, and the increasing
day-night temperature difference. In ancient literati’s writing, White Dew was not
only a natural phenomenon but also a symbol that evoked emotions. In Du Fu' s ’Moonlit
Night Thinking of My Brothers,’ he writes: 'The watch drum cuts off human paths, only
the sound of a lone wild goose in autumn on the frontier.’ During White Dew, the
northern frontier nights grow chilly, and the sight of geese flying south triggers
the poet’ s homesickness. By describing natural scenery, the poet conveys his longing
for family and homeland. Li Bai, in ~Autumn Wind Poem,” mentions the desolate autumn
wind and falling dew, blending the chill of the season with the loneliness of the

heart, presenting a rich sense of autumnal sentiment.

Poems of the White Dew solar term often use imagery such as dew, autumn moon, and
migrating geese to express emotions. Dew s crystal clarity symbolizes purity and

transience, reflecting the poet’s contemplation of time and life s impermanence. The
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bright autumn moon provides a spiritual anchor for travelers; poets gaze at the moon
and convey their longing for home and loved ones through it. The southbound geese
become a symbol of separation and reunion, reflecting the ancient longing for family

and homeland.

Moreover, historical context gives White Dew poetry deeper meaning. During
turbulent times, frontier poets, facing national crises and personal fate, often
expressed concern for the country through seasonal motifs. Du Fu's ’Moonlit Night
Thinking of My Brothers’ is not only about missing his brother but also reflects
concern over war and social upheaval. By carefully depicting White Dew’ s natural
scenery, poets tightly connect personal feelings with patriotic sentiment, giving

ancient poems timeless emotional power.

In conclusion, White Dew in classical poetry is both a depiction of nature and a
vehicle for emotions. Dew, autumn moon, and geese serve as symbols to express
homesickness and patriotism. Through these images, poets transform the chill of White
Dew and the solitude of autumn into profound emotional experiences. Appreciating
these poems allows us not only to sense seasonal changes but also to experience the

subtle emotional world of ancient poets and their deep observation of life.
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