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The Deep Autumn of White Dew: Season and Nostalgia in

Classical Poetry

White Dew is the third solar term of autumn, signaling the frequent appearance of
dew at night and the cooling of weather. In the writings of ancient poets, White Dew
not only reflects natural seasonal features but also serves as a vessel for emotions.
In Du Fu’s ’Moonlit Night Thinking of My Brothers,’” he describes the cold and
desolate night at the frontier watchtower: ’The watch drum cuts off human paths, only
the sound of a lone wild goose in autumn on the frontier.’ During White Dew, the poet
uses the imagery of southward-flying geese to express his longing for distant family
and attachment to home. This blending of nature and emotion is a hallmark of White

Dew poetry.

The imagery in White Dew poetry is rich: dew symbolizes the passage of time and
life’ s brevity, the autumn moon carries the feelings of travelers and hopes for
reunion, and southbound geese represent separation and belonging. Li Bai, in ’Autumn
Wind Poem,” writes of the rising autumn wind and condensing dew, expressing inner
loneliness while blending personal emotions with seasonal scenery, creating a
powerful emotional resonance. Through observing White Dew s natural scenes, poets

reveal subtle psychological feelings and profound emotional expression.
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Historically, poets interpreted solar terms differently in varying eras. During
turbulent times, White Dew not only meant cooler weather but also symbolized life’s
hardships and wandering. Frontier poets often used White Dew to express concern for
national stability and personal fate. For example, Du Fu, in his frontier poems,
portrays the chill and solitude of autumn nights to convey deep concern for the
country and longing for loved ones. This method of reflecting social reality and
inner emotion through natural imagery imbues White Dew poetry with rich humanistic

qualities.

Overall, the depiction of White Dew in classical poetry not only reflects
seasonal changes but also serves as an emotional anchor. Imagery such as dew, autumn
moon, and geese allows readers to feel the chill of autumn and evokes nostalgia for
family and homeland. Ancient poets used solar terms to depict nature and express
inner feelings, making White Dew an important cultural symbol carrying homesickness

and humanistic spirit.
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