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The Poetic Charm of Early White Dew

The White Dew solar term marks the transition from summer to autumn, with morning
dew condensing on the grass, like a delicate veil between heaven and earth. In
classical Chinese poetry, White Dew often conveys poets reflections on seasonal
changes and the impermanence of life. ’White Dew becomes frost,” from the Book of
Songs, is one of the earliest depictions of this solar term. The words are concise
yet imbued with profound imagery. The dew represents not only a natural phenomenon

but also the poet’s state of mind: cold yet transparent, fleeting yet precious.

In the Tang Dynasty, Du Mu wrote in ’Autumn Evening : ’Silver candles, autumn
light, the painted screen turns cold; a small fan of light gauze flutters at
fireflies.’ Though White Dew is not directly mentioned, the autumnal night scene

evokes its essence—the night is cool, and autumn has just begun. Through the
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depiction of dew' s chill and the quiet of the autumn night, the poet expresses

sentiments on life’s brevity and the passage of time.

The literary value of White Dew lies not only in describing nature but also in
carrying emotions. In Song Dynasty poet Lu You’ s works, depictions of White Dew
often intertwine with feelings of homesickness and melancholy. The dew acts as a
medium of remembrance, lightly falling upon the heart, sparking reflections on past
events and aspirations for the future. Through delicate portrayals, the poet blends
natural scenery with inner emotions, allowing readers to resonate emotionally while

appreciating the landscape.

In modern prose, White Dew remains a popular motif. Writers use the sparkling
morning dew to introduce reflections on life: dew, like life, is transient and
precious; with the autumn wind, we are reminded to seize the present. By combining
nature and philosophy, literary works not only present the visual beauty of the White

Dew season but also resonate with readers’ emotions and thoughts.

Writing techniques for depicting White Dew often include metaphor,
personification, and imagery association. Metaphors link dew to life or emotions,
enhancing philosophical depth; personification gives dew vitality, making the scene
vivid; imagery association connects seasons, nature, and human feelings to create
profound literary effects. Observing and feeling the subtle changes of nature, and
reflecting inner emotions, is essential for capturing the essence of White Dew in

writing.

In summary, poetry and literature about the White Dew solar term not only
delicately portray nature but also carry emotions and philosophical insights. Through
the appreciation of classical and modern poetry, we can enjoy the cool serenity of

autumn dew while reflecting on the fleeting and precious nature of life.
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