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Using Quotes: Giving Autumn Outings a Thoughtful Start

Starting an essay with a quote is a concise way to elevate its tone. Particularly
for an autumn outing essay, quoting proverbs or lines related to nature, travel, or

life reflections can add depth, making readers think right from the start.

For example, one might quote from Zhu Ziqing’ s 'Moonlight over the Lotus Pond’
or foreign poets describing nature: ’The wind blows, leaves fall, and everything has
its sound.’ Following this with a description of the autumn outing creates a literary

atmosphere, giving the essay more layers.

The advantage of starting with a quote is that it quickly establishes a literary
tone and guides readers into the author’ s reflections. However, it’ s important to
ensure the quote closely relates to the essay’ s topic. Blindly quoting without

explanation or smooth transition can make the essay feel forced and disconnected.

An appropriate opening example could be: "As Su Shi said, “With bamboo staff and
straw sandals, one can travel lighter than on horseback.” In this golden autumn, we
also packed our bags and set out on our own journey. Then, the essay can naturally
describe the autumn outing scenes and activities, seamlessly connecting the quote to
personal feelings and observations. Such an opening not only elevates the tone but

also showcases the student’ s literary sensibility.
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In short, starting with a quote is an effective creative technique. Students can
choose quotes related to autumn scenery or travel experiences and connect them with
personal reflections. This approach avoids blandness and gives the essay both depth

and literary flair, instantly capturing the reader’ s attention.
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