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Mooring by Maple Bridge: Autumn Nights on the River

In late autumn, the rivers of Jiangnan exude a calm and slightly chilly
atmosphere, perfectly captured in Zhang Ji’s ”“Night Mooring by Maple Bridge.” The
lines “The moon sets, crows cry, frost fills the sky; by the river, maple trees and
fishing lights reflect sleepless melancholy” depict not only the night scenery but
also the poet’ s inner solitude and melancholy. As the moon sinks, crows caw, frost
blankets the sky, and the maple trees and scattered fishing lights along the river

create a poignantly beautiful scene.

For travelers, visiting the riverside at dusk can be especially rewarding. A
gentle autumn breeze stirs the falling leaves, and night slowly descends. Every
detail of the landscape mirrors the passage of time and the quiet beauty of nature.
Standing there, one almost hears the distant cries of crows and sees the subtle glow

of fishing fires, letting the heart gently oscillate between serenity and reflection.

Zhang Ji’s poem is more than a depiction of scenery; it conveys deep emotion. The
poet, mooring along the river during his journey, naturally feels solitude. The frost
and chill reflect his mood, while the maple leaves and flowing water carry his
contemplation of nature and life. Modern autumn travelers can relate to this feeling:
standing by the riverside on an autumn night, hearing the wind and sensing the frost,

one feels a vivid connection across the centuries with the poet.
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Thus, autumn excursions are not only about observing the scenery but also about
emotional resonance. With an understanding of classical poetry, wandering by the
river in autumn becomes a cultural experience, where one appreciates not only the
maple trees and shimmering waters but also the solitude, melancholy, and tranquility
depicted in the poem. This combination enriches the journey and offers a moment of

quiet reflection for the soul.
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