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The Scenic Charm of Autumn in Classical Chinese Poetry

Autumn is the most suitable season for traveling, with clear skies and crisp air,
and the hills and rivers are bathed in a gentle golden hue. In this season, classical
Chinese poetry resonates deeply with the autumn scenery we cherish. In Wang Wei’s
“Shan Xing” (Mountain Walk), the lines “Far up the cold mountain, the stone path
slants; clouds rise where people live” evoke a sense of peaceful detachment from the
world. The winding paths, misty clouds, and scattered homes create a tranquil, almost

meditative atmosphere.

In contrast, Zhang Ji’s ”“Night Mooring by Maple Bridge” depicts a distinct autumn
night scene: “The moon sets, crows cry, frost fills the sky; by the river, maple
trees and fishing lights reflect sleepless melancholy.” The flickering lights on the
river, red maple leaves, and the pervasive frost create a calm yet poignant ambiance,
drawing readers into the poet’s emotional world and allowing them to experience the

unique melancholy and beauty of autumn nights.
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Autumn poetry often blends scenery with emotion. In Li Bai’s ”Drinking Alone
Under the Moon,” the imagery of “A pot of wine among the flowers, drinking alone
without a companion” conveys solitude and freedom through the seasonal backdrop.
Similarly, Du Mu’s ”Shan Xing” praises the red maple leaves in late autumn:

“Stopping my carriage, I love the maple forest at dusk; frost—covered leaves are
redder than February flowers, ” expressing affection for the season while reflecting
on life’s subtleties. Such verses encourage travelers to feel not only the landscape

but also the poet’ s nuanced emotional world.

For trips in the Jiangnan region, Su Shi’s ”Drinking on the Lake in Early
Sunshine and Rain” offers an ideal accompaniment: “The water sparkles under clear

”  Whether in sunny or rainy

skies; mountains are misty and enchanting in the rain.
weather, the landscape presents rich layers of beauty. Through these poems, travelers
can enjoy natural scenery while cultivating a deeper appreciation of the poetic mind

and cultural heritage.

In summary, autumn outings and classical poetry are a perfect match. From
mountain trails to Jiangnan waterways and maple—lined nights, poetry enriches the
journey with meaning and emotion. Seeing autumn through the poet’s eyes is both a

cultural delight and a journey of the soul.
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