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The Scenic Charm of Autumn in Classical Chinese Poetry

Autumn is the most suitable season for traveling, with clear skies and crisp air,
and the hills and rivers are bathed in a gentle golden hue. In this season, classical
Chinese poetry resonates deeply with the autumn scenery we cherish. In Wang Wei’ s
”“Shan Xing” (Mountain Walk), the lines “Far up the cold mountain, the stone path
slants; clouds rise where people live” evoke a sense of peaceful detachment from the
world. The winding paths, misty clouds, and scattered homes create a tranquil, almost

meditative atmosphere.

In contrast, Zhang Ji’s ”“Night Mooring by Maple Bridge” depicts a distinct autumn
night scene: “The moon sets, crows cry, frost fills the sky; by the river, maple
trees and fishing lights reflect sleepless melancholy.” The flickering lights on the
river, red maple leaves, and the pervasive frost create a calm yet poignant ambiance,

drawing readers into the poet’s emotional world and allowing them to experience the
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unique melancholy and beauty of autumn nights.

Autumn poetry often blends scenery with emotion. In Li Bai’s “Drinking Alone
Under the Moon,” the imagery of “A pot of wine among the flowers, drinking alone
without a companion” conveys solitude and freedom through the seasonal backdrop.
Similarly, Du Mu’s ”Shan Xing” praises the red maple leaves in late autumn:

“Stopping my carriage, I love the maple forest at dusk; frost—-covered leaves are
redder than February flowers,” expressing affection for the season while reflecting
on life’s subtleties. Such verses encourage travelers to feel not only the landscape

but also the poet’ s nuanced emotional world.

For trips in the Jiangnan region, Su Shi’s “Drinking on the Lake in Early
Sunshine and Rain” offers an ideal accompaniment: “The water sparkles under clear

> Whether in sunny or rainy

skies; mountains are misty and enchanting in the rain.’
weather, the landscape presents rich layers of beauty. Through these poems, travelers
can enjoy natural scenery while cultivating a deeper appreciation of the poetic mind

and cultural heritage.

In summary, autumn outings and classical poetry are a perfect match. From
mountain trails to Jiangnan waterways and maple—lined nights, poetry enriches the
journey with meaning and emotion. Seeing autumn through the poet’s eyes is both a

cultural delight and a journey of the soul.
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Mooring by Maple Bridge: Autumn Nights on the River

In late autumn, the rivers of Jiangnan exude a calm and slightly chilly
atmosphere, perfectly captured in Zhang Ji’s ”“Night Mooring by Maple Bridge.” The
lines “The moon sets, crows cry, frost fills the sky; by the river, maple trees and
fishing lights reflect sleepless melancholy” depict not only the night scenery but
also the poet’s inner solitude and melancholy. As the moon sinks, crows caw, frost
blankets the sky, and the maple trees and scattered fishing lights along the river

create a poignantly beautiful scene.

For travelers, visiting the riverside at dusk can be especially rewarding. A
gentle autumn breeze stirs the falling leaves, and night slowly descends. Every
detail of the landscape mirrors the passage of time and the quiet beauty of nature.
Standing there, one almost hears the distant cries of crows and sees the subtle glow

of fishing fires, letting the heart gently oscillate between serenity and reflection.

Zhang Ji’s poem is more than a depiction of scenery; it conveys deep emotion. The
poet, mooring along the river during his journey, naturally feels solitude. The frost
and chill reflect his mood, while the maple leaves and flowing water carry his
contemplation of nature and life. Modern autumn travelers can relate to this feeling:
standing by the riverside on an autumn night, hearing the wind and sensing the frost,

one feels a vivid connection across the centuries with the poet.

Thus, autumn excursions are not only about observing the scenery but also about
emotional resonance. With an understanding of classical poetry, wandering by the
river in autumn becomes a cultural experience, where one appreciates not only the
maple trees and shimmering waters but also the solitude, melancholy, and tranquility
depicted in the poem. This combination enriches the journey and offers a moment of

quiet reflection for the soul.
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Autumn Mountain Walk: The Tranquil Beauty in Wang Wei’s

Poetry

Wang Wei’ s poetry is renowned for the concept of “poetry within painting,

> and his "Mountain Walk” is a masterpiece of autumn travel

painting within poetry, ’
poems. The lines “Far up the cold mountain, the stone path slants; clouds rise where
people live” wvividly sketch a serene autumn mountain scene. As one climbs, the
winding stone path seems to lead into the deep forest, with the rooftops of distant
homes peeking through clouds, adding warmth and a human touch to the secluded

landscape.

Experiencing such a mountain walk during autumn allows one to feel the poet’s
state of mind—detached from the clamor, enjoying tranquility. Fallen leaves drift
across the forest floor, pine winds rustle, and the air carries the fragrance of soil
and dried leaves. Wang Wei’s delicate portrayal of nature conveys a philosophy of

harmonious coexistence with the environment.

Moreover, “Mountain Walk” conveys more than scenery; it subtly reflects life’s
journey. The slanting stone paths and distant mountains symbolize a winding and long
journey, while the interplay of clouds and distant homes makes the travel experience
both challenging and beautiful, forming a unique autumn ambiance. This reminds us
that autumn travel is not only a physical journey but also an inner reflection and

communion with nature.

Modern travelers can bring Wang Wei’ s poetic perspective when hiking, noticing

subtle details: the changing colors of leaves, the clarity of mountain streams, the
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occasional curl of cooking smoke. The imagery in poetry resonates with the actual
scenery, offering deep insights into the wisdom of ancient life and philosophy of

nature.

In summary, Wang Wei’s “Mountain Walk” enriches the autumn travel experience. It
allows appreciation of seasonal beauty while subtly teaching travelers to maintain
serenity, observe carefully, and resonate with nature. With the poet’s guidance, an

autumn mountain walk becomes fuller and imbued with poetic meaning.
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Autumn Excursion in the Water Towns: Jiangnan Scenery in
Su Shi’ s Poetry

In the autumn of Jiangnan water towns, the sky is clear, the water is calm, and
distant mountains are reflected in the rivers like ink paintings. Su Shi in “Drinking

on the Lake in Early Sunshine and Rain” writes: “The water sparkles under clear
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skies: mountains are misty and enchanting in the rain, ” capturing the layered beauty
of autumn in Jiangnan. On sunny days, the lake glitters; on rainy days, the mountains

appear shrouded in mist, creating a scene as poetic as it is picturesque.

An autumn excursion in the water towns is not only about enjoying natural scenery
but also experiencing cultural connotations. Every scene—small bridges, flowing
rivers, fishermen singing at dusk—resonates with classical poetry. Strolling along
the riverbank, seeing nets cast by fishermen and willows brushing the water, one
seems to step into Su Shi’ s world, feeling the poet’s love for life and respect for

nature.

Water towns in autumn also have a unique charm, where light and shadow create
serene beauty. At sunset, the river glows golden, bridge reflections shimmer, and
distant sounds of dogs or fishermen’ s songs enhance the tranquility, echoing the
imagery of sparkling water and misty mountains in Su Shi’ s poetry. His vivid
depiction encourages travelers to experience the water towns with both eyes and

heart.

Moreover, Jiangnan’ s autumn scenery often invites philosophical reflection. The
calm waters and changing autumn hues remind us that life, like water, can be clear or
veiled in mist. Understanding the poetic nuances during the journey deepens the
experience, revealing the poet’ s contemplations on life, nature, and beauty. This

makes the trip not only a visual delight but also a soulful journey.

In short, blending Su Shi’ s poetic vision into an autumn trip through the water
towns allows travelers to appreciate the layered beauty and cultural depth of
Jiangnan’ s autumn. Classical poetry enriches the scenery and adds meaningful depth
to the journey. Wandering among rivers and bridges, each scene seems to whisper the
poetic charm of the ancients, making the autumn excursion both profound and

heartwarming.

MRKFE G HBR—IB RS W Rk K

MORAE ARSI s, R IREIE R N Y. R PR AR R AT AP A
AR B E. T, RS (RO AFE) h CETRIRA ], BB KRG
FHAK AR At B 2 1 L AT b RER S BIRF ARy AN I EE S AT

LERKUEIN , FATTA] LB XA Re ), 0 B RS2 5 T NS BAHIE . 18 D A0V i i
ANELL BT KB I b 7, 2 AN F S AR B P IR DT BROR I AT R R
ﬁ%@%@%ﬁ@m,ﬁﬁﬁa&ﬁﬁ@*ﬁﬁo

www. vv99. net



FEACE CliAr) A AR ARIE, AR AT, AUES TR, EARIA T M
ARG MR, BAVBECAEPM L, BB, O AR X B 2858
SN S . IR ARG L R R A AR AR 1

ORI R ] LS 2 JATES NS TSI . A (FJLRE) EE: “A%
AR, HRAITIERK” . DHORSTT AR N . KA DOEME s, 2
DR MTE S BR, W Rr TS, BATREN ERZI R B AR5 15 I g

Pk, RS PR RGI ARG, o DLETRAT AN RS, B i B R 2K, G
WU, B SOUaRE L AR RO AR e S DR Al s2 e A3, AR RKCOR R R
IR SCATTRAE

ﬁ

1

Autumn Poetry and Emotions: Experiencing Sentimental

Classical Poems

Autumn is not only a feast of natural scenery but also an ideal season for
emotional expression. Many classical poems use autumn imagery to convey loneliness,
longing, or reflection. For instance, Li Shangyin’s “Sending a Letter in the Night
Rain” states: “You ask when I will return, yet no date is set; the night rain in
Bashan floods the autumn pond.” The autumn rain at night mirrors the poet’s

yearning, allowing readers to feel his longing and solitude.

During an autumn outing, one can connect personal feelings with the emotions in
these poems. Walking along leaf-covered paths and listening to the rustling of trees
evokes the same quiet introspection and depth depicted in the poetry. The cool autumn
air and colorful fallen leaves enhance emotional resonance, as if traveling within

the poem itself.

Du Mu’ s “Mountain Walk” expresses appreciation through autumn scenery: “Stopping
my carriage, I love the maple forest at dusk; frost leaves are redder than February
flowers.” 1In autumn outings, pausing amidst a maple forest, observing the red
leaves, naturally brings joy and admiration for nature’ s beauty. This emotional

experience harmonizes travel with poetic sentiment.

Autumn poetry also prompts reflection on life and the flow of emotions. Huang
Tingjian’s lines: “I do not know whom the river moon awaits, only see the long river
sending flowing water,” wuse autumn water and moonlight to metaphorically express
life’ s impermanence. Autumn outings thus become not just physical journeys but also
moments of inner contemplation, guided by the poetry that enhances the resonance of

nature and sentiment.

Integrating sentimental classical poems into an autumn trip transforms it into a
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poetic journey for the soul. Whether expressing solitude, longing, joy, or
philosophical reflection, the emotional depth of autumn poetry resonates with modern

experiences, enriching the journey and adding profound meaning to the seasonal
travels.
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