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The Poetic Charm of Autumn Leaves and Winds

Autumn is a season when leaves fall and the wind turns cool. In classical poetry,
autumn often carries a subtle melancholy and philosophical undertone; falling leaves
and autumn winds are not just natural phenomena, but vessels for the poet’s emotions.
Tang poet Du Mu wrote in ’Shan Xing’ : ’Stopping my carriage, I admire the late maple
forest, where frost—covered leaves are redder than the flowers of February.’ In just
two lines, he vividly portrays the colors of autumn and the traveler’ s mood. The red
leaves entwined with frost not only create a visual scene but also reflect a feeling

of time passing.

The imagery of falling leaves and autumn winds is often used to convey life
insights. Song poet Lu You in ’Thoughts on a Cool Autumn Night before Dawn’ wrote:
"Thirty thousand 1i of rivers flow east to the sea, five thousand zhang peaks scrape
the sky. The tears of the remaining people dry in the dust of invaders, and looking
south, another year of hope for the army.’ Though the poem depicts the chill of an
autumn night, it conveys a strong patriotic sentiment. Autumn reflects not only the

external world but also the inner heart, linking the landscape with personal emotion.

Besides expressing homesickness and life reflections, falling leaves and autumn

winds also symbolize the relentless passage of time. Bai Juyi’s ’Song of the Pipa
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Player’ intertwines the sounds of autumn and music to express parting sorrow:  Fellow
sufferers from the ends of the earth, why must we meet if unknown before?’ Here,

autumn is more than a backdrop; it silently witnesses the joys and sorrows of life.

Through these classical poems, we see how poets integrate complex emotions into
natural autumn scenes, creating a unique aesthetic. Autumn is not merely a season; it
embodies life philosophies and emotional resonance, allowing one to perceive the flow

of life and the depth of feeling amidst falling leaves.
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The Autumn Charm of Chrysanthemums and Evening Scenery

Chrysanthemums in autumn are a frequent subject in Chinese classical poetry.
Resistant to cold and not competing with the spring blossoms, chrysanthemums are
often used by poets as symbols of purity and resilience. Tao Yuanming wrote in
"Drinking Wine, No. 5 : ’Plucking chrysanthemums by the eastern fence, I leisurely
see the Southern Mountain.’ Here, chrysanthemums are painted into the scene,
portraying a tranquil autumn life and a heart detached from worldly chaos. The

flowers against the evening backdrop deepen the sense of autumn.
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In late autumn, the sky is high and clouds are light, with the setting sun
casting slanting rays, providing poets with rich emotional inspiration. Li Qingzhao
in 'Like a Dream’ describes the late autumn scene, conveying delicate emotions
through subtle melancholy. Chrysanthemums in the evening are admired for their
solitary beauty; they do not compete, yet possess a transcendent quality that

perfectly harmonizes with the solemn and serene autumn.

The combination of chrysanthemums and evening scenery is also used to express
life philosophy and nostalgia. Song poet Su Shi wrote in On West Lake After Rain’:
"The shimmering water is best under clear skies, the misty mountains are magical in
the rain. To compare West Lake to Xi Zi, light or heavy makeup suits her equally.’
While not directly mentioning chrysanthemums, the depiction of autumnal evening
scenery reflects the poet’ s appreciation of nature’ s beauty and life’ s subtleties.
The elegance of chrysanthemums combined with serene evenings allows readers to

experience inner peace and reflection.

Enjoying chrysanthemums and evening views in autumn is not just a visual delight
but a spiritual experience. Classical poetry, with its concise language, merges the
quiet beauty of autumn with the refined charm of chrysanthemums, letting one feel the

gentle passage of time and the depth of life amid the serene late autumn.
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The Serenity of Autumn Waters and Endless Sky

The autumn waters and endless sky create a uniquely poetic scene. Classical poets
often use the image of autumn waters stretching into the horizon to express emotions
and convey thoughts. Du Fu's ’Ascending the Height’ 1is a representative work
depicting autumn: ’Endless falling leaves rustle down, the mighty Yangtze rolls
without end.’ Standing on a high vantage point, the poet observes the boundless river
and falling leaves, blending the vastness of nature with his inner feelings, forming
a grand autumnal imagery. The reflection of the sky in the water gives a sense of
infinite openness, while also prompting reflection on the smallness of human life and

the fleeting nature of existence.

The imagery of autumn waters and endless sky often carries philosophical
contemplation. Wang Wei wrote in ’Parting at Zhongnan’ : ’In middle age I loved the
Way, later I lived at the southern edge of the mountains. When inspired, I would
wander alone, the pleasures known only to myself.’ He combines autumn landscapes with
personal sentiments, creating a tranquil yet profound scene. The waters and sky

become a spiritual space, offering serenity and philosophical insight.

Moreover, descriptions of autumn waters and long skies are often linked to
reflections on life. Meng Haoran in ’Staying Overnight at Jiande River’ wrote: 1
moored my boat by the misty islet, at sunset new sorrows arise. The open fields, the
low sky, the trees, clear river, and the near moon.’ The late autumn river and low—
hanging sky form a quiet painting, through which the poet expresses parting sorrows
and life’ s solitude. The autumn water and sky scene allows one to feel the flow of
life and depth of emotion, combining the grandeur of nature with the resonance of the

heart.

In summary, classical poetry describing autumn waters and endless sky not only
allows appreciation of the magnificent autumn scenery but also guides reflection on
life and the passage of time. Through concise and vivid language, poets merge vast
rivers and skies with profound emotion, letting readers experience both the

expansiveness of poetic imagery and the depth of human life.
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