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The Autumn Charm of Chrysanthemums and Evening Scenery

Chrysanthemums in autumn are a frequent subject in Chinese classical poetry.
Resistant to cold and not competing with the spring blossoms, chrysanthemums are
often used by poets as symbols of purity and resilience. Tao Yuanming wrote in
"Drinking Wine, No. 5 : 'Plucking chrysanthemums by the eastern fence, I leisurely
see the Southern Mountain.’ Here, chrysanthemums are painted into the scene,
portraying a tranquil autumn life and a heart detached from worldly chaos. The

flowers against the evening backdrop deepen the sense of autumn.

In late autumn, the sky is high and clouds are light, with the setting sun
casting slanting rays, providing poets with rich emotional inspiration. Li Qingzhao
in 'Like a Dream’ describes the late autumn scene, conveying delicate emotions
through subtle melancholy. Chrysanthemums in the evening are admired for their
solitary beauty; they do not compete, yet possess a transcendent quality that

perfectly harmonizes with the solemn and serene autumn.

The combination of chrysanthemums and evening scenery is also used to express
life philosophy and nostalgia. Song poet Su Shi wrote in ’On West Lake After Rain’ :
"The shimmering water is best under clear skies, the misty mountains are magical in
the rain. To compare West Lake to Xi Zi, light or heavy makeup suits her equally.’
While not directly mentioning chrysanthemums, the depiction of autumnal evening

scenery reflects the poet’ s appreciation of nature’ s beauty and life’ s subtleties.
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The elegance of chrysanthemums combined with serene evenings allows readers to

experience inner peace and reflection.

Enjoying chrysanthemums and evening views in autumn is not just a visual delight
but a spiritual experience. Classical poetry, with its concise language, merges the
quiet beauty of autumn with the refined charm of chrysanthemums, letting one feel the

gentle passage of time and the depth of life amid the serene late autumn.
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