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The Poetic Charm of Autumn Leaves and Winds

Autumn is a season when leaves fall and the wind turns cool. In classical poetry,
autumn often carries a subtle melancholy and philosophical undertone; falling leaves
and autumn winds are not just natural phenomena, but vessels for the poet’s emotions.
Tang poet Du Mu wrote in ’Shan Xing’ : ’Stopping my carriage, I admire the late maple
forest, where frost—covered leaves are redder than the flowers of February.’ In just
two lines, he vividly portrays the colors of autumn and the traveler’ s mood. The red
leaves entwined with frost not only create a visual scene but also reflect a feeling

of time passing.

The imagery of falling leaves and autumn winds is often used to convey life
insights. Song poet Lu You in ’Thoughts on a Cool Autumn Night before Dawn’ wrote:
"Thirty thousand 1i of rivers flow east to the sea, five thousand zhang peaks scrape
the sky. The tears of the remaining people dry in the dust of invaders, and looking
south, another year of hope for the army.’ Though the poem depicts the chill of an
autumn night, it conveys a strong patriotic sentiment. Autumn reflects not only the

external world but also the inner heart, linking the landscape with personal emotion.

Besides expressing homesickness and life reflections, falling leaves and autumn
winds also symbolize the relentless passage of time. Bai Juyi’s ' Song of the Pipa
Player’ intertwines the sounds of autumn and music to express parting sorrow: ' Fellow

sufferers from the ends of the earth, why must we meet if unknown before?’ Here,
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autumn is more than a backdrop; it silently witnesses the joys and sorrows of life.

Through these classical poems, we see how poets integrate complex emotions into
natural autumn scenes, creating a unique aesthetic. Autumn is not merely a season; it
embodies life philosophies and emotional resonance, allowing one to perceive the flow

of life and the depth of feeling amidst falling leaves.
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