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Identifying Learning Blind Spots Through Midterm

Performance

After the midterm exam, I laid out all my test papers on the desk and compared
each subject’ s score with my usual performance. Although my overall results did not

fall dramatically, the fluctuations were larger than expected, especially in math and
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English. This made me realize that my confident study routine actually had many blind

spots.

Math saw the biggest drop. The main issue was not difficulty but speed. I worked
too slowly, leaving no time for the final problems. Reviewing my past exercises, 1
noticed I rarely practiced under timed conditions and often spent too long polishing
steps. When I encountered slightly tricky problems, I tended to get stuck. In the
exam, this habit became a major drawback. Additionally, my understanding of functions
and sequences wasn’ t solid enough, so when problems involved multiple

transformations, I easily lost my train of thought.

English was affected more by mindset. When I saw a difficult passage in the
reading section, [ became anxious and felt time pressure, which hurt my
concentration. Later, while checking the answers, I realized the mistakes were mostly
careless. Vocabulary gaps also became obvious, as I had to guess on several detail-—

focused questions.

Chinese was relatively stable, but my essay score was still not ideal. I spent
too much time on introductions and structure, while the depth of content lagged

»

behind. The teacher’ s comment, “lack of focus, made me realize it was a long—

standing issue.

Looking back at my study habits, I discovered several weaknesses. First, my
efficiency was lower than I believed. Small distractions constantly interrupted my
study time. Second, my error-log method was ineffective—I copied questions
mechanically without analyzing why I made mistakes. Third, my review strategy was too

scattered. I covered many topics superficially without building depth.

To improve, I planned several adjustments. I will set fixed time slots each day
to strengthen weak math concepts, maintain a practical error-review system, and
revisit similar question types regularly. For English, I will prioritize vocabulary
training and reinforce it through listening and reading. For Chinese composition, I

will write one essay per week and focus on clarity and idea development.

This midterm exam pushed me to examine my study habits seriously. I realized that
effort without direction leads only to an illusion of progress. Moving forward, I
hope to build a learning system that suits me and ensures that every study session is

meaningful.
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