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Midterm English Review Notes: Key Points and

Difficulties — Verb Tenses

In English learning, verb tenses are one of the most easily confused areas for
students. To prepare for the midterm exam, [ systematically organized the notes 1
accumulated during review, focusing mainly on the usage and common mistakes of
present, past, future, and perfect tenses. First, the simple present tense is used to
describe habitual actions or universal truths. For example, 'The sun rises in the
east’ is a typical usage. A common mistake in learning is confusing the present
continuous with the simple present, which often occurs in writing and speaking.
Through extensive fill-in—the—-blank exercises and error correction, 1 gradually

grasped the difference between these two tenses.

Next are the simple past and past continuous tenses. In my notes, I summarized
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the conjugation rules for regular and irregular verbs and identified common pitfalls,
such as the conditions for using ' was/were doing.’ The past continuous is often used
to describe actions in progress during a certain time period, while the simple past
is for completed actions. During midterm review, [ used timeline diagrams to help
differentiate the sequence of events and the duration of actions, which proved to be

very effective.

Future tenses are also important, including the simple future and future
continuous. My notes include the differences between 'will + verb’ and ’be going to +
verb’ and how to use them flexibly in sentences. For example, T will call you
tomorrow indicates a spontaneous decision, while I am going to visit my
grandparents’ indicates a planned action. To address common mistakes, I created a
comparison table that clearly lists the uses of different expressions for quick

recall.

The perfect tense is the most challenging. [ categorized present perfect, past
perfect, and future perfect in my notes. Through numerous example sentences and
comparison exercises, [ understood the relationship between completed actions and
time points. For example, the present perfect emphasizes the effect of an action on
the present, while the past perfect emphasizes an action completed before a specific
past time. This method of summarization helps me quickly determine which tense to use

in reading comprehension and writing tasks.

In conclusion, by systematically organizing verb tense review notes, I not only
clarified the usage of each tense but also mastered common mistakes and review
strategies. 1 recommend other students combine tables, timelines, and comparison
exercises in their midterm review to deepen understanding and improve exam
performance. A solid grasp of verb tenses provides a strong foundation for reading

comprehension and writing tasks.
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Midterm English Review Notes: Key Points and

Difficulties — Sentence Transformation

During midterm review, sentence transformation was a key focus for me because it
tests not only grammar knowledge but also logical thinking skills. I divided my
review notes into four categories: negation and affirmation, active and passive

voice, direct and indirect speech, and various types of conditional sentences.

First is negation and affirmation. My notes listed common negative words such as
"not,” 'never,” ’hardly,’ ’seldom,’ and summarized techniques for converting negative
sentences into affirmative ones. For example, I do not like apples’ can be
transformed into ’Apples are not liked by me,’ which involves changes in word order
and tense consistency. Through continuous practice, I found that breaking sentences

into subject, predicate, and object helps achieve more accurate transformations.

Active and passive voice conversion is one of the most frequently tested types. 1
organized a tense-voice correspondence table in my notes to quickly determine the
correct form. I also highlighted verbs that are easily confused, such as ’see,’
“have,’ and 'make,’” which require attention to changes in word form and structure.
Extensive practice allowed me to grasp the logic of converting active to passive

sentences.
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Direct and indirect speech conversion is especially important in reading
comprehension and cloze tests. I systematically organized common tense, pronoun, and
time expression changes. For example, 'He said, ”“I am busy”’ transforms into indirect
speech as 'He said that he was busy.’ To avoid confusion, I drew arrow diagrams in my

notes to indicate changes in person, tense, and voice.

Conditional sentences are also a major focus. I summarized the uses of zero,
first, second, and third conditional sentences and analyzed common mistakes for each
type. For instance, the use of subjunctive mood in the second conditional is often
confused in tense. In my notes, I provided typical error examples along with
corrections. Through summarization, I developed a clearer understanding of

conditional sentence usage.

In summary, by systematically organizing sentence transformation notes, [ not
only clarified the rules for various sentence types but also identified my own common
mistakes through practice. I recommend making comparison tables and diagrams during
review to visualize abstract rules, which facilitates memorization and enables quick

application in exams.
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Midterm English Review Notes: Key Points and

Difficulties — Vocabulary and Phrases

Vocabulary and phrases are the foundation of English learning and an essential
part of midterm review. During my revision, [ focused on organizing notes and
categorizing memorization for efficiency. First, I divided words into high—frequency
words, subject—specific vocabulary, and commonly confused words. High—frequency words
often appear in reading comprehension and writing, such as ’achieve,’ ’consider,’
“significant.’ For these words, I not only memorized their meanings but also
summarized common collocations, like “achieve success’ and ’consider doing

something.’

Subject—-specific vocabulary mainly relates to thematic articles in exams, such as
environment, technology, and education. In my notes, I linked these words to article
content, for example, ’environmental protection,’ ’technological innovation.’
Memorizing vocabulary in context significantly improved efficiency and facilitated

flexible use in writing.

Commonly confused words were a major focus, such as  affect’ vs. “effect,’
"borrow’ vs. ’lend.’ I listed comparative example sentences in my notes and
summarized usage differences. For instance, " affect’ is a verb meaning ’to
influence,” while ’effect’ is a noun meaning ' result.’ Through comparison exercises,

I reduced errors in multiple—choice and fill-in—the-blank questions.

For phrases, I compiled common verb phrases and fixed expressions, such as ’look
forward to,  ’take advantage of,” ’be based on.” My notes included meanings, sentence
structures, and common mistakes. For example, ’look forward to’ must be followed by a
noun or gerund, which is often overlooked in exams. Repeated dictation and sentence

creation helped me solidify phrase usage.

Additionally, I used mind maps to link vocabulary and phrases with grammar
points. For instance, connecting verb phrases with relevant tenses or adjective
phrases with sentence transformations. This not only deepened memorization but also

created a systematic knowledge network during revision, enhancing overall language
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skills.

In conclusion, by organizing vocabulary and phrase review notes, I accumulated a
large number of practical words and mastered memorization and application methods. 1
recommend combining categorized memorization, example sentences, and mind maps in
midterm review to integrate scattered knowledge into a systematic framework,

improving both memory and exam performance.
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Midterm English Review Notes: Key Points and

Difficulties — Reading Comprehension

Reading comprehension has always been a high—scoring part of English exams and a
weakness for many students. During midterm review, I organized detailed notes on
reading comprehension, summarizing question types, solving strategies, and common
mistakes. First, 1 categorized question types into main idea questions, detail

questions, inference questions, and vocabulary—in—context questions.

Main idea questions assess a student’ s grasp of the overall content. In my
notes, I summarized methods for identifying the main idea, such as focusing on the
introduction and conclusion, noting repeated keywords, and clarifying the author’ s
viewpoint. By practicing with past papers, I found that drawing a logical framework

and marking keywords can quickly pinpoint the main idea.

Detail questions require precise extraction of information from the text. My
notes recorded methods for quickly locating information, including scanning for
numbers, dates, people, and places in the question and marking corresponding details

in the text. This approach effectively reduces errors caused by overlooked details.

Inference questions require reasoning based on available information. 1
summarized three principles: first, the answer must have clear textual support;
second, do not introduce information not mentioned in the text; third, pay attention
to the author’ s attitude and tone. By analyzing past exam questions, I listed common

traps and confusing answer types to improve my judgment.

Vocabulary—-in—context questions are high-frequency points 1in reading
comprehension. I organized common context—-based guessing methods in my notes,
including using synonyms, antonyms, and logical relationships to determine meaning.
For example, when encountering an unfamiliar word, identify whether it is a noun,
verb, or adjective, and infer its meaning from the surrounding context. This method

is very practical during exams.

Additionally, I summarized time management strategies for reading comprehension.
First, skim the article for overall understanding, then locate answers for each
question; for difficult questions, skip and return later. Using this strategy, my

speed and accuracy improved significantly in practice tests.

In conclusion, by systematically organizing reading comprehension notes, I not
only mastered different question types and solving techniques but also effectively
analyzed key points and difficulties. I recommend combining categorized practice with
time management during midterm review to gradually improve reading speed and

comprehension, laying a solid foundation for high exam scores.
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Midterm English Review Notes: Key Points and

Difficulties — Comprehensive Review Strategies

Midterm review is not only about consolidating knowledge but also about testing
learning methods and strategies. In this note compilation, I summarized comprehensive
English review strategies, covering grammar, vocabulary, sentence patterns, and

reading comprehension, aiming to improve revision efficiency within limited time.

First, 1 systematically integrated different knowledge points. For example,
combining verb tenses with sentence transformation by analyzing tense changes in
various sentence patterns enhances understanding and memory efficiency. Vocabulary
and phrases are practiced alongside reading comprehension exercises, embedding new

words in context to grasp meaning and improve language application. Additionally, 1
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compiled common mistakes and traps into a checklist with solving strategies and

correction methods, making review more targeted.

Next, I created a review schedule, allocating daily time to different modules.
Mornings focus on grammar and vocabulary, midday on sentence transformation practice,
and afternoons on reading comprehension and writing simulations. This time management
ensures each knowledge area is effectively reviewed without neglect. I also included
brief review sessions to quickly revisit the previous day s content, reinforcing

memory.

In terms of study methods, I combined multiple approaches: practicing exercises,
creating mind maps, summarizing notes, peer discussions, and self-explanations. This
diversified approach deepened my understanding of difficult points and allowed rapid
application in exercises. Repeated practice and self-explanation particularly

improved accuracy in grammar and sentence transformation.

Furthermore, I emphasized psychological adjustment and exam techniques.
Maintaining a positive mindset, taking adequate breaks, and avoiding anxiety helps
preserve review effectiveness. Practicing time allocation and question order in mock

tests ensures efficient completion of all question types during the exam.

In conclusion, by systematically organizing notes and formulating effective
review strategies, I not only consolidated knowledge but also enhanced self-
management and exam skills. I recommend integrating knowledge consolidation, error
analysis, and time management during midterm review to create a systematic revision

plan and achieve ideal results in exams.
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