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Midterm English Review Notes: Key Points and

Difficulties — Verb Tenses

In English learning, verb tenses are one of the most easily confused areas for
students. To prepare for the midterm exam, [ systematically organized the notes 1
accumulated during review, focusing mainly on the usage and common mistakes of
present, past, future, and perfect tenses. First, the simple present tense is used to
describe habitual actions or universal truths. For example, ’The sun rises in the
east’ is a typical usage. A common mistake in learning is confusing the present
continuous with the simple present, which often occurs in writing and speaking.
Through extensive fill-in—the-blank exercises and error correction, 1 gradually

grasped the difference between these two tenses.

Next are the simple past and past continuous tenses. In my notes, I summarized

the conjugation rules for regular and irregular verbs and identified common pitfalls,
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such as the conditions for using ' was/were doing.’ The past continuous is often used
to describe actions in progress during a certain time period, while the simple past
is for completed actions. During midterm review, [ used timeline diagrams to help
differentiate the sequence of events and the duration of actions, which proved to be

very effective.

Future tenses are also important, including the simple future and future
continuous. My notes include the differences between 'will + verb’ and ’be going to +
verb’ and how to use them flexibly in sentences. For example, T will call you
tomorrow indicates a spontaneous decision, while I am going to visit my
grandparents’ indicates a planned action. To address common mistakes, I created a
comparison table that clearly lists the uses of different expressions for quick

recall.

The perfect tense is the most challenging. [ categorized present perfect, past
perfect, and future perfect in my notes. Through numerous example sentences and
comparison exercises, | understood the relationship between completed actions and
time points. For example, the present perfect emphasizes the effect of an action on
the present, while the past perfect emphasizes an action completed before a specific
past time. This method of summarization helps me quickly determine which tense to use

in reading comprehension and writing tasks.

In conclusion, by systematically organizing verb tense review notes, I not only
clarified the usage of each tense but also mastered common mistakes and review
strategies. 1 recommend other students combine tables, timelines, and comparison
exercises in their midterm review to deepen understanding and improve exam
performance. A solid grasp of verb tenses provides a strong foundation for reading

comprehension and writing tasks.

www. vv99. net



