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Midterm English Review Notes: Key Points and

Difficulties — Sentence Transformation

During midterm review, sentence transformation was a key focus for me because it
tests not only grammar knowledge but also logical thinking skills. I divided my
review notes into four categories: negation and affirmation, active and passive

voice, direct and indirect speech, and various types of conditional sentences.

First is negation and affirmation. My notes listed common negative words such as
"not,” 'never,” 'hardly,’ ’seldom,’ and summarized techniques for converting negative
sentences into affirmative ones. For example, I do not like apples’ can be

transformed into ’Apples are not liked by me,’ which involves changes in word order
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and tense consistency. Through continuous practice, I found that breaking sentences

into subject, predicate, and object helps achieve more accurate transformations.

Active and passive voice conversion is one of the most frequently tested types. I
organized a tense-voice correspondence table in my notes to quickly determine the
correct form. I also highlighted verbs that are easily confused, such as ’see,’
“have,’ and 'make,’ which require attention to changes in word form and structure.
Extensive practice allowed me to grasp the logic of converting active to passive

sentences.

Direct and indirect speech conversion is especially important in reading
comprehension and cloze tests. 1 systematically organized common tense, pronoun, and
time expression changes. For example, 'He said, ”“I am busy” transforms into indirect
speech as 'He said that he was busy.’ To avoid confusion, I drew arrow diagrams in my

notes to indicate changes in person, tense, and voice.

Conditional sentences are also a major focus. I summarized the uses of zero,
first, second, and third conditional sentences and analyzed common mistakes for each
type. For instance, the use of subjunctive mood in the second conditional is often
confused in tense. In my notes, I provided typical error examples along with
corrections. Through summarization, I developed a clearer understanding of

conditional sentence usage.

In summary, by systematically organizing sentence transformation notes, I not
only clarified the rules for various sentence types but also identified my own common
mistakes through practice. I recommend making comparison tables and diagrams during
review to visualize abstract rules, which facilitates memorization and enables quick

application in exams.
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