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Grasping Core Issues: Insights from Wen Rumins Reading
Methods

One of Professor Wen Rumin’s core ideas in reading is to grasp the core issues.
He believes that reading is not just about acquiring information but understanding
the essence of problems and forming a knowledge framework. If reading only stays on
the surface level of information accumulation while ignoring the core issues,
learning outcomes are often limited. Wen emphasizes that the key to reading is
identifying the main arguments of each article or book and then thinking and taking

notes around these core issues.

In practical learning, we can first skim through books or articles to extract the
main problems the author wants to address. For example, when studying history, it is
not enough to remember the time and place of events; one must also understand the
causes and social logic behind them. Through this approach, reading becomes active

understanding and reflection rather than mechanical memorization.

Wen also suggests that building a knowledge structure through reading is equally

important. This means each reading session is not isolated but connects new knowledge

www. vv99. net



with existing knowledge. For instance, when studying philosophy, one can organize
different philosophers’ viewpoints into a knowledge network, noting their
interconnections and differences. This method helps quickly find relevant theoretical
support when facing complex problems, thereby enhancing analytical and judgment
skills.

As for practical strategies, we can use a questioning approach while reading:
first raise a few core questions, then seek answers while reading, and combine the
answers with personal understanding. Additionally, taking structured notes and
categorizing knowledge logically can form a clear knowledge system. This not only

enhances comprehension but also trains inductive and analytical skills.

In summary, Wen Rumin’s reading method emphasizes grasping core issues, building
knowledge structures, and active thinking. This method is not only applicable to
academic research but also to everyday learning. By practicing these strategies, we
can turn reading into an effective learning tool and internalize knowledge as a

personal capability.
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