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The Light of Wisdom in the Sea of Books: Reflections on
’To Live’

"To Live’ is a realist novel by Yu Hua, depicting the hardships and suffering of
the protagonist, Fugui. With plain language, it portrays the joys and sorrows of
ordinary people, making readers deeply feel the fragility and resilience of life.
Fugui transforms from a reckless young man to someone who loses his family and
possessions, enduring war and personal tragedy, vyet clinging to life with

determination and hope. This turbulent life story deeply moved me.

One scene left a lasting impression: after losing all his family, Fugui continues
to work in the fields and care for his old ox. The detailed portrayal allows readers
to sense that no matter how cruel life is, one must face it bravely. Reading this, 1
couldn’ t help but reflect on my own life; past worries seemed insignificant compared

to Fugui’ s experience.

The greatest lesson from 'To Live’ is to cherish the present and family. Life
inevitably brings setbacks, but as the book demonstrates, perseverance and resilience
help us find meaning. Yu Hua, through Fugui’s story, reminds us not to lose hope in

the face of adversity and invites reflection on life’ s value and human nature.

The whole book made me realize that life will not always be smooth, but we can
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choose how to face it. Each reading is a spiritual cleansing, allowing me to find
calm in a restless life. 'To Live’ by Yu Hua is not just a touching novel; it is a

mirror that teaches gratitude, strength, and love for life.
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A Timeless Emotional Journey: Reflections on ’One
Hundred Years of Solitude’

"One Hundred Years of Solitude’ is a masterpiece by Colombian author Gabriel
Garcia Marquez, following seven generations of the Buendia family to depict the
history, culture, and destiny of Latin America. The book blends magic with reality,
intertwining real hardships with fantastical events, creating a unique narrative

aesthetic.

The chapter that touched me most is the struggle of family members with love and
fate. From Ursula’ s perseverance to José Arcadio’ s determination, everyone seeks
their place in the flow of destiny. These stories made me reflect on the impermanence
of life and the significance of effort while feeling the importance of family

continuity.

After reading ’One Hundred Years of Solitude,” I realized that life contains
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countless unpredictable events, but each choice and act of perseverance shapes our
life trajectory. Mdrquez’ s poetic language conveys genuine emotions and

philosophical insights beneath the fantastical surface.

This book taught me to view life from a broader perspective, not just focusing on
personal gain or loss but also understanding the impact of history and environment.
It made me realize that human emotions and destinies weave a complex yet beautiful

tapestry, with each person as an indispensable part.
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Echoes of the Soul: Reflections on ’Ordinary World’

"Ordinary World’ is a realist novel by Lu Yao, depicting the growth and struggles
of the brothers Sun Shaoan and Sun Shaoping, reflecting decades of social changes in
rural China and the hardships of ordinary lives. The language is simple yet powerful,

resonating deeply with readers in every chapter.

The most touching part for me is Sun Shaoping’ s experience working in the coal
mine. Despite harsh conditions and life pressures, he never abandoned his pursuit of
knowledge and a better future. Each setback made him stronger, and each effort
highlighted human dignity. Reading these chapters, I could feel the hardships of real

life and the significance of perseverance and effort.
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The greatest lesson from this work is that ordinary lives can hold extraordinary
value. No matter one’ s fate, facing life bravely and striving diligently allows us
to find brilliance in the mundane. Lu Yao, through Sun Shaoping’ s story, teaches us

not to shrink from adversity and to cherish the process of striving.

"Ordinary World’ is not only a depiction of social reality but also an
inspiration for the soul. It made me understand that everyone’ s efforts deserve
respect, and every life deserves careful attention. The themes of perseverance,

struggle, and hope encourage a more positive approach to life’ s challenges.
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Echoes of History: Reflections on ’Records of the Grand

Historian’

"Records of the Grand Historian’ is the first comprehensive historical text by
Sima Qian, documenting events and biographies from ancient times to the reign of
Emperor Wu of Han. The writing is concise yet vividly portrays the character and

destiny of historical figures, offering profound insights.

The story of Xiang Yu impressed me the most. He possessed heroic spirit but also
human weaknesses, ultimately committing suicide at Wujang. His fate made me reflect

on the relationship between power and wisdom, courage and choices. Through the
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struggles between Xiang Yu and Liu Bang, I realized that personal talent combined

with historical opportunities determines one’ s success or failure.

"Records of the Grand Historian’ made me understand that history is not just a
record of the past but a treasure trove of life wisdom. The decisions, struggles, and
setbacks of historical figures mirror aspects of real life. Reading this book taught
me to draw lessons from history and understand the importance of gains, losses, and

choices in life.

The inspiration of this book lies not only in knowledge but also in reflection. I
began analyzing problems from the perspective of historical figures, understanding
the logic behind their choices, and reflecting on my own decisions in life and work.
Sima Qian’ s 'Records of the Grand Historian’ serves as a mirror, allowing us to see
the brilliance and flaws of human nature in the long river of history, thereby better

understanding ourselves and the world.
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I1lumination of Thought: Reflections on ’The Analects of

Confucius’

"The Analects of Confucius’ records the words and actions of Confucius and his

disciples, embodying the core values of Confucianism, such as benevolence,
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righteousness, propriety, wisdom, and trustworthiness. Through concise dialogues and
stories, the book reveals ancient wisdom that has influenced Chinese culture for

thousands of years.

Reading 'Do not impose on others what you do not wish for yourself,’” I was deeply
moved. This seemingly simple statement contains profound moral principles. In real
life, it reminds me to treat others with kindness and understanding, and reflect on

my attitude when resolving conflicts.

Moreover, Confucius emphasizes ' study and practice it constantly,’ highlighting
the importance of continuous learning. Regardless of how busy life is, consistently
improving oneself and cultivating character is essential to navigate the challenges
of society. Many ideas in the book convey wisdom and principles for living and

interacting with others.

Through reading ’The Analects,’ 1 gained not only knowledge but also guidance for
behavior and mindset. It made me realize that personal growth lies not only in
external achievements but also in inner cultivation and moral practice. Confucius’
wisdom serves as a beacon, illuminating my path and helping me adjust myself in

pursuit of truth, goodness, and beauty in everyday life.
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