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A Dialogue Between Book and Film — Reflection on The

Little Prince

The Little Prince, a classic work by French author Antoine de Saint—-Exupéry, has
been cherished by readers of all ages since its publication. Recently, I watched the
animated film adaptation of the book, and it left a deep impression on me. Through
reading and viewing, | gradually realized that while books and films tell the same

story, they share similarities but also possess unique differences.

Firstly, the book The Little Prince unfolds in the form of a fairy tale,
presenting reflections on life, loneliness, friendship, and love through the prince’s
travels and interactions with characters he meets. The text is simple yet profound,

with each sentence worth savoring repeatedly. The film, while preserving the spirit
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of the original work, uses visual effects, music, and character actions to concretize
the abstract imagery, allowing the audience to intuitively feel the prince’s

loneliness and growth.

Comparing the book and the film, the primary difference lies in narrative style.
The book is written in the first—person perspective, letting readers see the prince’s
journey through the narrator’ s eyes, experiencing innocence and philosophy. The film,
on the other hand, adds visual impact and scene embellishment, making emotions more
direct, but inevitably reducing some subtle psychological depictions present in the
book. Additionally, to maintain narrative coherence and appeal, the film modifies and
extends some events, such as adding modern elements and increasing supporting
characters’ screen time, which makes the story more vivid but alters the pacing of

the original text.

The adaptation significantly influences story comprehension. Through the animated
film, I deeply felt the emotional tension between the prince and the rose, and his
innocent observations of the human world. The combination of visuals and music
conveys emotions that words alone cannot, particularly themes of loneliness, hope,
and growth. At the same time, [ realized that while the film enhances visual
experience, it might lead viewers to overlook the deeper philosophy in the text,

prompting readers to return to the book for reflection.

In summary, reading The Little Prince and watching its film adaptation not only
rekindled childhood emotions but also brought new insights through the contrast
between book and film. The book offers depth and introspection, while the film
delivers direct emotional impact and visual enjoyment. This combination of reading
and viewing has taught me to appreciate stories from multiple perspectives and

cherish the distinct emotions conveyed by words and images.
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