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Reflection on ’Totto—chan: The Little Girl at the
Window' : Appreciating the Unique Light in Every Child

"Totto—chan: The Little Girl at the Window 1is an autobiographical work by
Japanese author Tetsuko Kuroyanagi, recounting her childhood experiences at a unique
school. The book not only portrays Totto—chan’s lively and innocent personality but
also highlights the impact of educational methods on children’s growth. After reading
it, I also watched the movie adaptation. Although some details were omitted, the film

still preserved Totto—chan’s spirit of bravery, freedom, and kindness.

In the book, Totto—chan is cheerful and curious, often behaving in unexpected yet
genuine ways. | was deeply touched by her innocent curiosity about the world. She
treats everyone with kindness, and even when misunderstood by teachers and
classmates, she remains sincere and compassionate. This reminded me that in reality,
some children may not be fully understood, but their uniqueness is what makes them

shine.

Watching the movie made the story even more vivid. Totto—-chan’s lively
personality came alive through the actors’ performances, and her interactions with

teachers and classmates allowed me to feel the sensitivity, pain, and joy in a
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child’s heart. Although the film shortened some storylines, it emotionally conveyed

the educational philosophy and Totto—chan’s growth process.

From reading and watching, I gained many insights. Firstly, every child is unique
and should not be constrained by standardized education. Secondly, understanding and
tolerance can stimulate a child s potential, and patience and care are more valuable
than criticism. Lastly, when facing life’s challenges, we can approach them with

courage and kindness, just like Totto—chan.

Based on the inspiration from the book and the movie, I believe that in learning
and daily life, we can be more tolerant and understanding of those around us,
respecting each person’s individuality. At the same time, we should maintain
curiosity and the courage to explore without fear of mistakes. This attitude allows

us to grow and positively influence others, making the world warmer and kinder.
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