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Common Mistakes in Writing Book Reviews and How to Avoid
Them

When writing book or movie reviews, many people encounter easily overlooked
mistakes. The most common problem is merely retelling the content of the book or film
without personal reflection. A review should not only describe the plot but also
convey your thoughts and emotions. For example, after reading ’To Live,  simply
narrating the life of the protagonist Fugui is just retelling; reflecting on your own

understanding of life and fate makes the review more touching.

Secondly, some reviews suffer from illogical structure. When writing, pay
attention to the article’s structure, such as using a three—part format: introduction
of the work—analysis and reflection—conclusion. This ensures content coherence and
highlights the theme. Also, avoid using empty exclamations like ’so good’ or ’very

moving,  and instead specifically explain which scenes moved you and why.

Moreover, many overlook the importance of language expression. A review is not a
diary; it is an art of expression. Using metaphors, quotes, or rhetorical questions
can make your writing more engaging. For instance, when writing about ’The Little
Prince,’ quoting ’'What is essential is invisible to the eye’ and reflecting on

friendship and growth adds depth.
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In summary, avoid mere retelling, illogical structure, and empty expressions.
Combine personal experience, organize your structure clearly, and use expressive
language to write thought—provoking, emotional, and engaging reviews within a limited

word count. Even in 600 words, you can convey profound reflections.
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