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The Changing Wedding: Cultural Continuity Through Local

Marriage Customs

In my hometown, weddings used to be grand community events. Drums and
firecrackers filled the air, the bride wore a bright red gown with a red veil, and
the matchmaker chanted blessings loudly. A wedding wasn’ t just about two
individuals—it was a collective ritual involving families and neighbors, symbolizing

respect, unity, and joy.

Today, wedding customs have changed dramatically. Traditional rituals like
playful games and carrying the bridal sedan have faded, replaced by Western—style
ceremonies, outdoor banquets, and professional photography. The groom and bride now
exchange rings in elegant suits and gowns under soft lights and music. The grandeur
remains, but the meaning behind the ceremony has evolved—the notion of “ritual

propriety” has been redefined in modern life.

I once talked to my father about these changes. He said, “People now care more
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about personal feelings:; before, it was about family reputation. It’ s fine either
way—as long as it’ s sincere.” His words reminded me of an old saying: “Ritual is
simply an expression of respect.” No matter how forms change, the essence

remains—respect for love, family, and tradition.

Even so, traces of tradition still linger. The tea ceremony remains an essential
part, where the couple bows to their elders and offers tea as a gesture of gratitude.
Some still invite traditional “ceremony narrators” to recite blessings or sing folk
songs. These details reveal that cultural roots persist, though expressed in new

forms.

Modern weddings, meanwhile, add creativity—personal vows, videos showing their
love stories, symbolic gestures. These are genuine emotional expressions and also
cultural innovations. Tradition and modernity aren’ t in opposition but in harmony.

We don’ t need to rigidly preserve old forms, but we must remember their spirit.

The evolution of weddings mirrors the transformation of society itself. It
reflects changing values but also demonstrates the endurance of culture. As long as
people continue to approach love and family with sincerity and respect, the essence
of culture remains alive. It may no longer echo in drums or red veils, but in the

quiet vows and shared glances of those who promise to walk through life together.
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