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The Bridal Procession: First Act of Hometown Wedding

Traditions

My hometown lies in the water—bound region of Jiangnan, where people still
preserve wedding traditions full of ritual and warmth. The bridal procession marks
the first act of the wedding, carrying blessings and expectations for the couple,

their families, and even the whole village.

At dawn, the bride is escorted in her home, adorned with a red veil, waiting
quietly for the arrival of the procession. The bridal cortege is often decorated with
red ribbons, the sound of gongs and drums fills the air, and relatives and friends

gather. The groom and his groomsmen hum local folk songs as they walk down familiar
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lanes toward the bride’ s house.

The door—-knocking ritual is a key part of the procession. The groom stands
outside the bride’ s door, holding a basket of auspicious small gifts—like candies,
red dates, and chestnuts. The bride’ s friends and family pose “tests” : for example

“When did the bride and groom meet?” or “Sing a verse of a village song.” It’ s
meant to enliven the atmosphere and symbolize the groom’ s respect and sincerity

toward the bride’ s family.

When the door—knocking is successful, the groom enters and greets the bride. At
that moment, the bride’ s parents smile and the guests offer blessings. Then comes
the tea ceremony: the couple each offer a cup of hot tea to their parents. The
teacups are decorated in red, symbolizing happiness. After drinking the tea, the
parents respond with red envelopes, or with words encouraging the couple’ s
responsibilities and commitment after marriage. This ritual is both a sign of respect

to elders and a declaration of the couple’ s promise to build a family.

After the tea ritual, a playful “new-room teasing” takes place. Friends and
relatives set games in front of the bridal chamber: hide—and—seek, quiz riddles, the
groom undergoing “tests” to enter. The bride sits in the wedding sedan chair
decorated with well-wishes. Although the teasing is full of laughs, it is loaded with
blessings—hoping the new couple will cooperate like a game, joyful and carefree in
life.

Watching the entire procession, I seem to see an ancient and tender ritual living
alongside us. From the door—knock to the final new—room jests, every detail records
the feelings between people, the bond with our hometown. It is not merely a union of

two families, but the concentrated expression of hometown warmth.

In modern society, the bridal procession has changed too: some families simplify
the process for efficiency, some grooms drive themselves, the wedding car becomes a
tourist van. But no matter how the form changes, the emotional meaning represented by

7 “tea ceremony,”  “teasing the bridal

“the groom enters the bride’ s house,
room” continues to be passed on. The procession in a hometown wedding is our love

for our native culture, and our regard for kinship and friendship.

This first act carries ritual and warmth, tradition and the present, and our

memory and reverence for culture.
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