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The Inheritance and Modern Evolution of Wedding Customs

Weddings are one of the most ceremonial events in hometown folk customs. In the
past, weddings were not only the union of two individuals but also the alliance of
two families. Through interviews with several elders and wedding hosts, [ learned

many details about traditional weddings.

Traditional weddings used to last several days, from engagement proposals,
betrothal, to the bride’s procession, with each step following strict rituals. Elders
recalled that on the wedding day, the bride would wear a red dress and a phoenix
crown, symbolizing good fortune. The groom wore a long gown and jacket, and during
the procession, he had to complete various ’challenges’ to demonstrate wisdom and
courage. At the wedding banquet, family members gathered to share food, symbolizing

family harmony and prosperous descendants.

With societal development, modern weddings have become more diverse, and many
traditional steps have been simplified or disappeared. For example, couples may now
hold weddings directly in hotels, emphasizing aesthetic presentation and guest
experience, while ancestor worship and playful rituals are no longer common among the

younger generation. However, interviews reveal that elders still hope these
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traditions can be preserved, believing that weddings are not only expressions of love

but also vital carriers of cultural heritage.

During the survey, I also found that wedding customs reflect changes in social
structure and family values. In the past, the focus was on family unity, while today
it emphasizes personal choice and freedom. By organizing local gazetteers and wedding
archives, 1 observed that wedding customs retain traditional essence while

continuously adapting to modern life, demonstrating the vitality of folk culture.

In summary, researching hometown wedding customs not only showcases the richness
of historical culture but also helps us understand the adaptability and significance
of folk practices in modern society. By documenting and analyzing these customs, we

can better preserve cultural memory while respecting contemporary changes.
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