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Reunion Rituals of Little New Year

Every year on the twenty—third day of the twelfth lunar month, our family begins
preparing for the Little New Year. Although it is not as grand as the Spring
Festival, it carries the expectation of family reunion and offers us a chance to re-—
experience the charm of traditional customs. A few days before the festival, my
mother prepares cleaning tools and couplets with my sister and me. I especially enjoy
the cleaning part because it not only refreshes the house but also feels like a

playful game; we often scatter dust everywhere and then laugh while cleaning it up.

On the morning of the Little New Year, my father first worships the Kitchen God,
filling the house with a faint incense aroma. Meanwhile, my mother prepares kitchen
candy. We children gather around, our lips sticky with sugar. While eating the candy,
my father tells the story of the Kitchen God reporting to heaven, helping us
understand the cultural significance of the festival and sparking my interest in

traditional holidays.

Putting up couplets is my favorite part. The whole family works together, and the
red couplets on the door look particularly festive. My mother explains that every

couplet is a blessing for the new year, and every action we take conveys our love for
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each other. Although the Little New Year is simple, each detail reflects the warmth
and affection of family.

In the evening, we sit around the dinner table. Even simple home—cooked dishes
feel special because of the ceremonial atmosphere. We share memories of the past year
and discuss plans and wishes for the new year. The Little New Year is not only a
concentration of family activities but also a bond of cultural heritage, allowing

each family member to feel the importance of each other through interaction.

After the festival, I often recall this warm time. The customs of the Little New
Year remind me that no matter how busy life gets, reunion and heritage are things we
should never forget. It is these small rituals that make home more meaningful and

help us find a sense of belonging and happiness in traditional culture.
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