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Warm Moments of Little New Year

Every year on the twenty—third or twenty—fourth day of the twelfth lunar month,
our family gets busy preparing for the Little New Year. For us, the Little New Year
is not just a festival; it is a time for family reunion and passing down traditions.
A few days before the festival, my mother begins preparing the red couplets and ink,
while my sister and I are in charge of cleaning the house. Cleaning is one of the
most important preparations for the Little New Year, as it symbolizes sweeping away

the bad luck of the past year and welcoming good fortune for the new year.

On the day of the festival, the house is filled with warmth. My father first
worships the Kitchen God, thanking him for the safety and smoothness of the past
year. Then, my mother hands out kitchen candy to us. The candy is sweet and sticky,
symbolizing sweetness and family reunion. While tasting the candy, we listen to my
father’ s stories about how he celebrated the Little New Year as a child, and

everyone’ s faces are lit up with smiles.

Putting up couplets is also an important part of the celebration. Our whole
family participates—my father hangs the horizontal scroll, my mother adjusts the

vertical couplets, and my sister and I tidy the edges. The bright red couplets
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refresh the entire house and fill it with the festive atmosphere of the Little New
Year. This process is more than just a task; it is a joyful experience of cooperation

among family members.

In the evening, we gather for a simple yet ceremonial dinner, sharing memories of
the past year and hopes for the new one. Although the Little New Year is not as
lively as the Spring Festival, its significance lies in bringing the family together
and reminding us to cherish these moments. Through these traditional customs, I feel

the warmth of family and deeply appreciate the power of cultural heritage.

In the days after the festival, I often recall the scenes of the Little New Year
with warmth and satisfaction. The customs not only deepen my understanding of
traditional culture but also make me realize the importance of family reunion. No
matter how times change, these small rituals always connect family members and allow

us to find peace and happiness amidst the busyness of life.
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