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Temple Fairs in My Hometown and Ice Lantern Festivals in

the North: Diverse Expressions of Folk Customs

The temple fair in my hometown is the liveliest folk event of the year. During
festivals, streets are lined with food stalls and handicrafts, local operas are
performed on stages, and incense fills the air, creating a bustling atmosphere.
Temple fairs are not only rituals for worshipping deities but also a combination of
community culture and economic activities. Children play, elders chat, and the whole

town is immersed in a rich folk atmosphere.

In contrast, the northern Ice Lantern Festival is entirely different. In winter,
ice sculptures combined with colorful lights fill rivers and squares. People stroll
in the cold, admiring the intricate ice artwork and the magical interplay of light
and shadow. The Ice Lantern Festival emphasizes visual impact and artistry, whereas
temple fairs focus on participation and interaction. These differences reflect the

variation in climate, geography, and cultural traditions between the north and south.

The charm of temple fairs lies in engagement. Whether watching operas, guessing
riddles, or tasting local snacks, people feel part of the event and experience

community warmth. The Ice Lantern Festival offers a more observational experience,
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where enjoyment comes from admiring art. This difference also shows how regional
culture shapes lifestyles and aesthetic preferences: the south values interpersonal
interaction and festive liveliness, while the north leans toward natural scenery and

artistic enjoyment.

With social development, both temple fairs and ice lantern festivals are
exploring new formats. Temple fairs incorporate modern performances and influencer-—
driven attractions to draw young visitors, while Ice Lantern Festivals integrate
interactive installations and light shows, giving traditional ice sculptures a
contemporary touch. This indicates that folk activities can maintain cultural essence
while adapting to modern times, meeting contemporary aesthetic and participatory
needs.

By comparing temple fairs in my hometown with northern Ice Lantern Festivals, 1
realize the diversity and regionality of folk customs. Each activity is a product of
history and environment, influencing people’ s lives, emotions, and values. In a
globalized context, understanding and preserving local customs is not only a
responsibility for cultural protection but also a way to respect and appreciate

diverse lifestyles.
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