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The Taste of Spring Festival in My Hometown and the
Passion of the Southwest Water—Splashing Festival

During the Spring Festival, the streets and alleys of my hometown are filled with
the rich atmosphere of the new year. Families paste Spring Festival couplets, hang
lanterns, and set off fireworks at night, creating a lively scene. On New Year’ s
Eve, the whole family gathers to make dumplings while watching the Spring Festival
Gala; elders tell stories of past New Years, and children look forward to red
envelopes and new clothes. The customs of the Spring Festival are not only a way to
celebrate the new year but also carry the deep emotions of reunion, happiness, and

hope in my hometown.

In contrast, the Water—-Splashing Festival in Southwest China takes place mainly
among ethnic groups like the Dai and Jingpo, usually in April. During the festival,
people splash water on each other to bless and drive away evil, filling the streets
with laughter and lively wetness. The Water—-Splashing Festival emphasizes collective

participation and enthusiastic interaction, whereas the Spring Festival focuses more
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on family gatherings and emotional expression. This difference reflects how regional

environment, history, and ethnic characteristics influence folk customs.

The Spring Festival in my hometown has many cultural details: ancestral worship,
symbolic dishes for the New Year’ s Eve dinner, and visiting relatives and friends,
each reflecting family and social bonds. The core of the Water-Splashing Festival,
however, is celebrating harvests and washing away misfortunes, with rituals that are
more open and entertaining. These differing customs not only reveal cultural

variations but also affect people’ s understanding of life rhythm and values.

With modernization, both the Spring Festival and Water—Splashing Festival face
challenges in innovation and inheritance. Online greetings and digital red envelopes
have appeared during the Spring Festival, while the Water—-Splashing Festival
integrates modern performances and interactive experiences in tourism. This shows
that traditional customs remain vibrant in modern society and can attract younger

generations while maintaining their cultural essence.

By comparing the Spring Festival in my hometown with the Water—Splashing Festival
in the Southwest, I realize that folk customs reflect regional culture and lifestyle.
They make festivals full of ritual meaning and shape people’ s emotions and values.
Understanding these differences helps us better preserve and pass on traditional

culture in modern society, allowing it to shine in a new era.
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