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The Reunion and Traditions of Chinese New Year

Chinese New Year, also known as the Lunar New Year, is the most important
traditional festival in China and is highly valued in my hometown. Every year, people
are busy preparing New Year goods, pasting couplets, and hanging lanterns, filling
the streets with a strong festive atmosphere. The origin of the festival is said to
be related to the mythical beast Nian. People set off firecrackers, paste red papers,
and beat drums to scare the beast away, customs that have evolved into today’ s

colorful celebrations.

In my hometown, Chinese New Year has several unique ways of celebration. First is
the New Year' s Eve reunion dinner, the most important meal of the year, where all
family members gather, no matter how far they live. Second is staying up late and
setting off firecrackers, which children especially look forward to at midnight.
During the festival, there are also dragon and lion dances, temple fairs, and

visiting relatives and friends, all filled with joy and excitement.

Additionally, my hometown has some unique customs, such as making rice cakes and
dumplings. Rice cakes symbolize rising prosperity, while dumplings represent wealth
and good fortune. Children also receive red envelopes, with elders wishing them
safety and success in the new year. The entire celebration is not just about

welcoming the new year but also about family bonds and preserving cultural memory.
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Chinese New Year profoundly influences the lives of local residents. It allows

people to pause their busy lives and reunite with family, while also helping younger

generations understand and inherit traditional culture. In a fast—-paced modern

society, the festival serves as a key way to maintain hometown connections and family
ties, while breathing new life into traditional customs.
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