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The Inheritance and Innovation of Local Paper—Cutting
Art

Paper—cutting art is an important part of traditional handcrafts in China, with a
long history in our hometown. As early as the Qing Dynasty, local paper—cutting was
not only used as festival decorations but also commonly for weddings, birthdays, and
other folk celebrations. The works are mainly red, symbolizing good fortune, and
feature patterns such as flowers, birds, fish, insects, and traditional story scenes.
These designs are not only beautiful but also carry rich cultural meanings and folk

wisdom.

Local paper—cutting artisans often start learning from a young age, mastering
multiple steps such as selecting paper, sketching, and cutting. First comes paper
selection; traditional handmade paper is flexible and resilient, making it easy to
fold. Next is sketching, where artisans draw designs according to festivals or
customer requests. Finally, cutting is the most crucial step, requiring steady hands

and precision to ensure patterns are complete and layered.

Mr. Li, a representative artisan, is a key inheritor of local paper—-cutting. He
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works daily by hand and runs a training class to attract young learners. Mr. Li
believes that only through teaching and showcasing can the art continue to thrive in

modern society.

In the fast-paced modern life, the inheritance of paper-cutting faces challenges.
To protect this intangible cultural heritage, local government and community groups
have taken measures such as organizing exhibitions, community cultural events, and
offering traditional craft courses in schools. Some artisans also incorporate modern
design elements, applying paper—cutting to home décor and gift packaging, giving the

traditional art new vitality.

Paper—cutting is not only a demonstration of handcraft skills but also a symbol
of local culture. It allows people to appreciate the beautiful designs while feeling
the weight of history and the inheritance of folk wisdom. In the future, paper-—
cutting art will continue to develop through protection and innovation, serving as a

cultural bridge connecting the past with modern life.
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