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The Legend by the Ancient Well and Its Educational Value

At the end of the old street in my hometown stands an ancient well. The water is
fresh and sweet, but the most captivating aspect is the legend surrounding it. A
hundred years ago, a young scholar encountered a fairy by the well. She gave him a
magical book that allowed him to understand people’ s hearts. From then on, the
scholar became famous, becoming the village’s wise man. Elders often say the well

symbolizes not only water but also wisdom and kindness.

The legend of the well carries unique educational significance in families,
schools, and communities. Parents use the story to teach honesty, diligence, and
kindness; teachers incorporate it into lessons, guiding students to understand
morality and wisdom through discussion of the scholar’s choices and actions. In
community activities, during festivals, villagers perform story enactments and folk
rituals around the well, allowing children to experience the charm of culture
firsthand.

Story—based transmission ensures that culture is not merely text but deeply
embedded in people’ s hearts through narration, performance, and practice. I remember
as a child, listening to stories by the well with elders, sometimes mimicking the
scholar’s clever actions. That participation made the stories vivid and alive. As I

grew older, I realized that the legend of the well is more than a myth—it conveys
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values and serves as a form of education.

Today, whenever I pass by the ancient well in my hometown and see children
listening to stories, I feel the enduring cultural power passed down for a century.
Folk tales preserve historical memory while instilling wisdom, kindness, and
responsibility in new generations. This nurturing of the soul through stories forms

the warmest foundation of hometown culture.
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