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The Guardian Myth of the 0ld Tree at the Village

Entrance

At the entrance of my village stands an ancient banyan tree, nearly half a person
tall. Elders often say this tree is the guardian of the village. Whenever storms
arrive, its branches sway, casting human—like shadows as if protecting the villagers.
As a child, my friends and I loved playing beneath the tree, always reminded by

elders to respect it, for it carried the village’ s memories and spirit.

The story of the banyan tree is more than a myth; it contains deep cultural
significance. It symbolizes resilience and protection, reminding people to live in
harmony with nature. At home, parents use the story to teach respect for elders and
nature; in school, teachers guide students to understand its symbolism and discuss

the importance of responsibility and unity.

The village' s traditional festivals are closely tied to the tree. During Qingming
Festival, villagers gather beneath it to honor ancestors while recounting the
guardian myth. Children participating in these rituals and performances experience
the continuity of history and culture. This approach allows folk stories to be felt

and lived, transmitting traditional culture to the next generation in a vivid way.

Years later, when I leave my hometown, thinking of that old tree always evokes an
invisible sense of protection. This power comes from stories and culture, teaching us
respect, appreciation, and inheritance. Hometown folk tales quietly shape people’s

values and lifestyles through such details, becoming an essential part of the
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community s spirit.
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