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Panorama of Hometown Spring Festival Customs: From New

Year’s Eve Vigil to Lantern Festival Lights

The Spring Festival is the grandest traditional holiday in my hometown,
celebrated with rich customs full of ritual significance. On New Year’ s Eve, every
household is busy with cleaning, pasting couplets, and hanging lanterns. These red
decorations not only beautify homes but also symbolize luck and joy. It is said that

pasting couplets wards off evil spirits and brings a year of safety and good fortune.

The reunion dinner is the most important part of New Year’s Eve. Families gather
around a table filled with dishes symbolizing abundance and happiness. Fish
represents ' surplus every vyear, chicken signifies good fortune, and dumplings
symbolize wealth. The dinner is more than a meal; it consolidates family bonds and
expresses anticipation for the New Year. After dinner, families stay up late,
children listen to elders’ stories, and everyone shares experiences, creating a warm,

emotional atmosphere.
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On the morning of the first day, New Year greetings begin. Younger members bow to
elders and receive red envelopes, symbolizing health and happiness. Families visit
relatives and friends, exchange blessings, and share joyful stories. In some
households, ancestral worship is also performed, showing respect and remembrance for

ancestors.

The second day is typically daughters’ return day, when married daughters bring
gifts back to their parents’ homes to strengthen family ties. The third day, called
"Red Dog Day,’ is generally inauspicious for visiting others, so people often stay

home to honor ancestors or rest, preparing for the rest of the festival activities.

The Lantern Festival marks the climax of Spring Festival celebrations. At night,
streets are illuminated with colorful lights, creating a stunning visual spectacle.
People carry lanterns, admire displays, and participate in riddle guessing. Eating
glutinous rice balls symbolizes family unity and happiness. Dragon and lion dances,
as well as stilt-walking performances, enrich the festive atmosphere, allowing people

to experience traditional culture in interactive ways.

In summary, from New Year' s Eve to the Lantern Festival, hometown Spring Festival
customs combine traditional rituals with personal warmth. Whether staying up late,
paying New Year visits, admiring lanterns, or eating glutinous rice balls, every
activity carries cultural memory and emotional significance, letting people deeply

feel the unique charm and cultural depth of the Spring Festival.
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