KSFTNERS BT E L L

H, AP EREENALGTH, AN A SRR RAUT A AERIIEK 2, ER
Y BTG, AT HRBE B A R BB HE T A AR Z0 0 B IR 4
AR T K], WEEERFER T AEUE . WEERIER ST Pt ) DASRCAHERE A, AR 2 5 =248

e ERFEROE — K ANBIRWE K. R EOATH, WE “FFEaR” ; BHRT, &
W s S . KK E A5, WPk S . 75 WRERS MHEEI M, A B
BIPR MESEERI B A . fE 2o g, KIEFLSPRFE S, LTINS 2 5 B I
I R 13 1) 3 3

FI—ERR, K P R RES R . DG RIEFFERN, KIEQMERILD B, WEi
RRAISFS e B R ACEVIH 7, BAE EBURE, AW F RN . F2 e a1l
—RURZAAI I, AATE X AU IE A 5 A AR AR

P10 W= AT FEV 2R ROMNEAIE 3. W1 =2 AR H, Sy L IR AR, i
ERERAL . MI=ARRR ORI, AN TEE, AATE 2B A S P S R,
P& R HIE S e

JUH AR ZH, B AR M. B B N2 e dT, iE BT, AT i
Ik PERBEIRSE RS 8o Juv T Dy — KRB mi2na ooy, 1515 13 R Sk T I 5 s o e
WRFERNIEZEZN, KEAERX - REVERAERE NS HAE T, BEES: 764, thEEK S
MR AT o

SRS, K MENIREEZR, BAWH RGN, AR AARRRBE. W4
(RS IR B 0 5 I BT Ak, — DR HORECE CdiZ, i NRUIE S BT AU —A
TH, B P AL AR SCAL R SE 2L

A Complete Chronicle of Spring Festival in My Hometown

from New Year’ s Eve to Lantern Festival

Spring Festival is the most important traditional festival in China, and each
region has its own unique ways of celebration. In my hometown, from New Year s Eve
onward, the festive atmosphere fills every street and alley. On New Year s Eve, every
household busily pastes Spring Festival couplets. The red couplets and door gods not
only decorate the doors but also symbolize good fortune for the coming year. This

custom is said to ward off evil spirits and pray for peace and happiness.

The highlight of the evening is the family reunion dinner. Fish is indispensable
on the table, symbolizing abundance every year, and dumplings represent wealth and
reunion. Everyone gathers together, sharing stories of the past year and hopes for
the future. Staying up late to see in the New Year is also an important tradition. In

some families, elders tell family stories, allowing children to feel the warmth of
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family and the meaning of Spring Festival from a young age.

On the morning of the first day, families wake early to pay New Year visits. When
younger family members greet elders, elders prepare red envelopes, symbolizing
blessings and protection. The first day is also for visiting relatives and friends,
exchanging well-wishes and catching up on life. Many regions also observe ancestral
worship on the morning of the first day, expressing respect and gratitude to

ancestors.

The second and third days mainly involve visiting relatives and ancestral
rituals. The second day is often when married daughters return to their parents’
homes, bringing New Year gifts. The third day, called ’Red Dog Day,’ is generally
considered inauspicious for going out to visit, so people often stay home to honor

ancestors or rest in preparation for upcoming celebrations.

The Lantern Festival, marking the end of the Spring Festival, is bustling with
activity. People light up colorful lanterns at night, with streets decorated
brilliantly. Lantern fairs feature guessing riddles, dragon and lion dances, and
other folk activities. Another highlight is eating glutinous rice balls, symbolizing
reunion and completeness. Young and old alike immerse themselves in the festive
atmosphere, continuing traditions while enjoying the unique cultural charm of the

hometown.

Overall, the Spring Festival customs in my hometown are rich and colorful,
combining the ritual of welcoming the New Year with the warmth of family and friends.
From pasting couplets on New Year’s Eve to lantern viewing and riddle guessing on the
Lantern Festival, every tradition carries cultural memory, showing that Spring
Festival is not only a holiday but also an emotional inheritance and cultural

continuity.
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