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Revealing Hometown Spring Festival Customs: Full

Experience from New Year’ s Eve to Lantern Festival

The Spring Festival is the grandest holiday of the year in my hometown,
representing not just the passage of time but also cultural and emotional
significance. Preparations for New Year' s Eve begin during the day. Families clean
their homes, paste Spring Festival couplets, and hang lanterns to bid farewell to the
old year and welcome the new one. The couplets, full of auspicious words, seem to

carry hopes for the year ahead.

The reunion dinner is central to the festival. Every dish carries meaning: fish
represents abundance, chicken symbolizes good fortune, and dumplings signify wealth.
Families gather not only to eat but to connect emotionally and strengthen bonds.
Staying up late, or ’shou sui,  symbolizes anticipation and blessings for the New
Year, often accompanied by watching the Spring Festival Gala and chatting, creating a

warm and joyful atmosphere.

On the morning of the first day, New Year greetings begin. Elders receive
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blessings from younger family members, while the young receive red envelopes
symbolizing health and safety. Visiting relatives and friends involves exchanging
gifts and sharing stories from the past year. Traditionally, the first day also
includes ancestral worship, where offerings are presented at ancestral tablets to

show respect and gratitude.

The second day is for daughters to return to their parents’ homes, bringing gifts
and enjoying family time. The third day, considered unlucky for visiting others, is
mostly spent at home, conducting ancestral rites or resting, preparing for upcoming

festivities.

The Lantern Festival marks the peak of the Spring Festival. Streets and
courtyards are adorned with colorful lights, and people carry lanterns, admire floral
displays, and guess riddles. Eating glutinous rice balls symbolizes family unity.
Traditional performances like dragon and lion dances and stilt walking enhance the
festive atmosphere. Young and old alike participate, filling the holiday with warmth
and joy.

From New Year’ s Eve to the Lantern Festival, every aspect of my hometown s Spring
Festival is rich in cultural significance. The family reunions, the joyful red
couplets, and the lively Lantern Festival celebrations deeply convey that Spring
Festival is not just a holiday but also a continuation of emotions and cultural

heritage.
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