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The Folkloric Wisdom of Firecrackers in Driving Away
Evil

During the Spring Festival, the loud sound of firecrackers is almost a must—have
in every household. This custom originates from the ancient practice of using fire
and noise to drive away evil spirits. According to legend, the Nian beast feared loud
sounds and fire, so villagers would light firecrackers and beat drums on New Year’ s

Eve to drive away evil and welcome peace and joy for the new year.

Setting off firecrackers is not only about driving away evil but also a form of
cultural expression. The red firecrackers resonate with the festive atmosphere,
allowing people to feel collective joy and hope amid the deafening sounds. In my
hometown, children eagerly anticipate lighting firecrackers with their families,
experiencing both excitement and tension. This custom not only adds fun to the
festival but also strengthens people’s anticipation and sense of ritual for the new

year.

Folklorists point out that the tradition of firecrackers reflects the Chinese
understanding of nature and social order. Through fire and sound, people symbolically
dispel the misfortunes of the past year and create space for new year s blessings.

This seemingly simple act carries rich cultural wisdom and psychological comfort.

Although modern city regulations restrict firecrackers, many places, especially

rural areas, still maintain safe traditional practices. Setting off firecrackers is
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not just a respect for tradition but also helps younger generations understand the
folk significance of the Spring Festival. Amid the crackling sounds, people feel not

just excitement, but a hopeful anticipation for the future.
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