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The Festivities and Joy of Spring Festival

The Spring Festival is the most lively traditional holiday in my hometown in
Guangdong. From the small New Year’s Eve on the 23rd day of the lunar December, every
household starts cleaning and pasting couplets to welcome the new year. On New Year’ s
Eve, the whole family gathers for the reunion dinner, which is the moment I look
forward to the most. My father shares stories of the past year while my mother
prepares a variety of dishes, especially the Guangdong specialties like steamed fish

and radish cake, symbolizing abundance and prosperity.

During the Spring Festival, dragon and lion dances are my favorite activities.
When the drumbeats start, the streets become bustling. The dragon team twists and
turns energetically, and the lions leap vividly, attracting many villagers. 1 once
participated in the dragon dance, holding the dragon and moving with the

drumbeats—it is a feeling I will never forget

Paying New Year visits is another highlight of the festival. We visit relatives
and friends, exchanging blessings and red envelopes. I remember, as a child, I looked
forward most to receiving red envelopes filled with money. They not only carried the
love of elders but also symbolized good fortune. After the Spring Festival, the

Lantern Festival is equally fascinating. Streets are decorated with colorful
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lanterns, and people carry lanterns while enjoying performances, prolonging the

festive atmosphere.

These festival activities not only let me feel deep familial love and joy but
also help me understand the cultural traditions of my hometown in Guangdong. Each
festival experience allows me to appreciate the unique charm of local customs and
instills a strong sense of pride in my cultural identity. These traditions have
subtly shaped my sense of family and community, fostering respect for heritage as 1

grow up.
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The Glorious Lanterns of the Lantern Festival

The Lantern Festival in my hometown of Guangdong is a holiday filled with
brilliant lights. On the night of the fifteenth day of the first lunar month, streets
are decorated with all kinds of lanterns—shaped like animals, mythical figures, or
symbols of good fortune. People carry lanterns through the streets, enjoying the

beautiful lights, and the whole city is bathed in warm, bright glow.

Riddle—guessing is a fun activity during the Lantern Festival. My friends and I
would gather under the lanterns, thinking hard about the riddles, then cheerfully

shout out the answers. I remember one year I guessed a dragon riddle correctly and
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won a small gift, and I was excited the whole evening. This interactive experience
makes the Lantern Festival not only a visual feast but also a joyful and

intellectually engaging event.

Of course, lion dances are also indispensable. The lion’ s agile movements and
the rhythmic drums fill me with excitement. I once tried practicing with the lion
dance team; though my movements were clumsy, the effort and teamwork left a lifelong
impression. The festival also offers delicious treats, like sweet glutinous rice
balls and soup dumplings, each bite carrying the sweetness of the holiday and the

warmth of family.

Through participating in these activities, I gained a deeper understanding of my
hometown’ s respect for traditional festivals. It is not just a visual and culinary
delight but also a reflection of cultural identity. Each lantern parade, riddle game,
and lion dance allows me to feel the charm of hometown traditions, instilling in me

respect for heritage and love for my home.
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The Fragrance and Heritage of the Dragon Boat Festival

The Dragon Boat Festival is an important traditional holiday in my hometown in
Guangdong, celebrated every year on the fifth day of the fifth lunar month in memory
of Qu Yuan. Every household prepares zongzi, and the fragrance of bamboo leaves fills
every corner of the kitchen. My mother taught me how to make zongzi, first placing
glutinous rice and red beans into the leaves, then tying them tightly with string.
Although my first attempts were crooked, seeing the neatly arranged zongzi after

steaming brought me immense satisfaction.

Dragon boat racing is another exciting activity during the festival. When the
drumbeats sound, the boats rush across the river, and villagers cheer from the banks,
filling me with excitement. As a child, I spent an entire afternoon watching the
races, feeling the thrill of teamwork and determination. Other customs, such as
hanging mugwort and wearing sachets, symbolize warding off evil and add a mysterious

charm to the festival.

The Dragon Boat Festival is more than food and lively activities; it carries the
meaning of cultural heritage. Each year, my family and I recall stories from our
ancestors, feeling the historical and cultural significance behind the festival.
These traditions teach me that holidays are not only moments of gathering but also

important carriers of cultural memory and identity.

Through celebrating the Dragon Boat Festival, I deeply appreciate the unique
charm of traditional festivals in my hometown. It allows me to enjoy familial,
friendly, and community warmth, while subtly inheriting respect and love for
traditional culture. This sense of cultural identity accompanies me as I grow and

plants a deep affection for my hometown in my heart.
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Warm Memories of Hometown Festivals

The traditional festivals in my hometown of Guangdong are always filled with
warmth and joy. From the bustling Spring Festival to the brilliant lanterns of the
Lantern Festival and the fragrant zongzi of the Dragon Boat Festival, each holiday
has its unique charm and rich cultural heritage. As a child, I looked forward most to
spending these festivals with family and neighbors, and the festive atmosphere

remains vividly in my memory.

The Spring Festival is the grandest holiday in my hometown. I remember playing
with friends, setting off firecrackers, writing couplets, and cleaning the courtyard.
The reunion dinner on New Year’s Eve is the highlight, with family gathered to enjoy
delicious food and share memories of the past year. Dragon and lion dances make the
entire village lively. I once participated in a dragon dance, holding the dragon and

moving to the drumbeats, feeling the true charm of the festival.

The Lantern Festival is one of my favorite celebrations. Colorful lanterns line
the streets, and riddle—guessing becomes a fun activity for the whole village. My
friends and I gather under the lanterns, eagerly guessing riddles, filling the night
with laughter. Carrying lanterns in a parade, admiring the lights, and eating sweet
rice balls are unforgettable experiences, highlighting the warm social atmosphere of
the festival.

The Dragon Boat Festival is rich with fragrance and tradition. Every household
makes zongzi, dragon boats race on the river, and mugwort and sachets hang in the
streets. Each year, I participate in these activities with my family, learning
traditional skills and customs. These experiences not only enriched my childhood but

also allowed me to feel the charm and warmth of Guangdong culture from an early age.
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Looking back on these festival experiences, 1 deeply realize their impact on
personal growth and cultural identity. Festivals are not only moments of gathering
and fun but also vital ways to inherit culture and appreciate the charm of hometown.
Every participation in traditional activities allows me to feel the closeness of
family, friends, and community, gradually forming a deep affection and pride for my
hometown. These memories will always accompany me, becoming the warmest and most

precious recollections of my life.
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