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The Festivities and Joy of Spring Festival

The Spring Festival is the most lively traditional holiday in my hometown in
Guangdong. From the small New Year’s Eve on the 23rd day of the lunar December, every
household starts cleaning and pasting couplets to welcome the new year. On New Year’ s
Eve, the whole family gathers for the reunion dinner, which is the moment I look
forward to the most. My father shares stories of the past year while my mother
prepares a variety of dishes, especially the Guangdong specialties like steamed fish

and radish cake, symbolizing abundance and prosperity.

During the Spring Festival, dragon and lion dances are my favorite activities.
When the drumbeats start, the streets become bustling. The dragon team twists and
turns energetically, and the lions leap vividly, attracting many villagers. [ once
participated in the dragon dance, holding the dragon and moving with the

drumbeats—it is a feeling I will never forget

Paying New Year visits is another highlight of the festival. We visit relatives
and friends, exchanging blessings and red envelopes. I remember, as a child, I looked
forward most to receiving red envelopes filled with money. They not only carried the
love of elders but also symbolized good fortune. After the Spring Festival, the
Lantern Festival is equally fascinating. Streets are decorated with colorful
lanterns, and people carry lanterns while enjoying performances, prolonging the

festive atmosphere.
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These festival activities not only let me feel deep familial love and joy but
also help me understand the cultural traditions of my hometown in Guangdong. Each
festival experience allows me to appreciate the unique charm of local customs and
instills a strong sense of pride in my cultural identity. These traditions have
subtly shaped my sense of family and community, fostering respect for heritage as 1

grow up.
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