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The Modern Value of Hometown Folk Customs

Folk customs in Guangdong have a long history, encompassing ancestor worship,
deity worship, and dragon—lion dances. In modern society, these customs not only

persist but have gained new value and significance in family and community life.

At the family level, ancestor and deity worship remain important spiritual
activities. Despite fast—paced modern life, many families still prepare offerings
during Spring Festival or Qingming, praying for blessings. These rituals bring family
members together, not only preserving traditional culture but also strengthening
bonds and a sense of responsibility. I remember that as a child, before ancestor
worship, my parents would share stories of our ancestors and family history, helping

us understand our roots through participation.

At the community level, dragon—-lion dances, temple fairs, and festival
celebrations still attract widespread participation. The sounds of drums and cheering
fill the streets; children imitate the dances, young people perform, and elders watch
and guide, creating intergenerational cultural exchanges. This interaction preserves
traditional skills and gives people a sense of cultural belonging and spiritual

comfort amid fast—paced life.
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I believe the modern significance of Guangdong folk customs lies not only in
cultural display but also in maintaining social bonds and preserving historical
memory. Through participation, the younger generation learns to respect tradition,
experience community warmth, and appreciate the unique charm of their hometown.
Regardless of changing times, folk customs remain vital symbols of hometown culture,
linking the past with the present and leaving valuable cultural heritage for the

future.

In summary, Guangdong folk customs are more than traditional practices; they are
spiritual bonds and cultural identity. They provide peace and pride in busy modern
life and ensure the continuation of hometown history and culture. Participating in
folk customs is not only enjoying festive celebrations but also expressing deep love

for one’ s hometown and a sense of cultural responsibility.
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