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Dragon Boat Festival Memories in Guangdong

The Dragon Boat Festival in my hometown in Guangdong is rich in folk customs.
Every year on the fifth day of the fifth lunar month, families busily made rice
dumplings, and markets were crowded with bamboo leaves and glutinous rice early in
the morning. As a child, I would sit in the kitchen, learning from my grandmother how
to wrap rice dumplings, my hands kneading the rice with anticipation. When the
dumplings were steamed, the aroma filled the entire courtyard, making everyone’ s

mouth water.

Besides rice dumplings, the most exciting part of the festival was the dragon
boat races. By the river, colorful dragon boats lined up, with the rhythm of drums
echoing as paddles struck the water. Spectators cheered along the banks, the combined
sound forming a lively ocean of energy. Every time I saw the boats racing forward, my
heart would race with excitement. The festival also involved hanging mugwort and
displaying images of Zhong Kui for protection, adding to the cultural richness of my

hometown.

The Dragon Boat Festival is not just a traditional custom but also a bond of
emotions. Families sit together making and eating dumplings, neighbors exchange
greetings, all conveying a strong sense of community. Growing up in such an
environment, I learned to cherish family and understand the importance of cultural
heritage. Even after leaving my hometown, the festival remains one of my warmest

childhood memories.
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The Dragon Boat Festival, with the aroma of rice dumplings and the roar of dragon
boat races, is deeply etched in my childhood, becoming one of the most beautiful

memories of my heart.
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