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The Direction You Gave Me

In life, we walk many paths, but the ones that truly determine our direction
rarely come from grand decisions. More often, they come from quiet reminders given in
moments of confusion. For me, you are the person who has guided me through those

crossroads.

In middle school, I was introverted and often doubted myself. When my teacher
selected me for a speech competition, I panicked. I wanted to escape, to make
excuses, but you stopped me with one sentence: “Try it. You’ re stronger than you
think. ” That was the first time I realized you saw my potential more clearly than I
did.

The preparation process was difficult, and I wanted to give up countless times.
You never did the work for me; you simply stayed beside me whenever I felt like
running away. On the day of the competition, my palms were sweating from nerves. You

placed your hand on my shoulder and said, “Go on. Just express yourself clearly.” 1

www. vv99. net



ended up winning third place, but more importantly, I believed in myself for the

first time.

Your influence didn’ t end there. Years later, when I had to choose between
humanities and science, I was overwhelmed by the fear of choosing the wrong path. You
didn’ t decide for me. You listened to my thoughts carefully and then said, “It’ s
your life. As long as you’ re willing to take responsibility, any path can be
wonderful.” At that moment, I understood that your wish was not for me to succeed,

but for me to be brave.

Family gives us a sense of security that sinks into our bones. Knowing you were
always behind me gave me the courage to pursue what I truly wanted. I learned to
think when hesitant, to persist when afraid, and to move forward even after failing.

These abilities didn’ t come from books—they grew from your quiet encouragement.

Looking back now, every step of my growth carries your shadow. You are like a
steady light in my heart—mnever forcing me to run, but always illuminating the road
ahead. Without you, I might have lost my way in hesitation; with you, I learned to

walk forward with confidence.
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